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A PACKAGE of measures

announced by the Government
last week to clean up air quali-

ty in London has been wel-

comed by LT.

“It’s yet another piece of evidence
the politicians are becoming more
more serious about transport and
environment,” said Dr Steve Atkins,
transport studies and policy manager.

“We are already talking to the Government
about what we can do to help the fight against

air pollution and the new standards

which are going to be introduced are

definitely a step in the right direction.”
The measures include:

@ The introduction of instrumented

smoke tests for taxis;

@ Higher priority to be given to com-

mercial vehicle emissions by traffic

commissioners in their assessment of

operators’ performance;

@® A commitment to consult local

authorities on how to take air quality

into account in transport plans;

@ Local authorities to produce air

quality management plans.

Consultation

“I don’t think these management
plans will change the way we do
things a great deal as they are subject
to consultation with a number of bod-
ies, including ourselves,” said Steve.

“Apart from that, I'm convinced that
it will take at least two or three years
for any of these local air quality man-
agement plans to come through.”

He said that, in some ways, LT is
already active in the fight against air
pollution — London Transport Buses is
funding pilot projects with both
Stagecoach East London and Leaside
to the tune of £500,000.

During the trial, which is likely to
last at least three years, Leaside is fit-
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ting ceramic traps to 100 of its buses which
will also use a special fuel additive.
Stagecoach East London has installed contin-
uous recycling catalytic traps to a similar
number of its vehicles and is using low-sul-
phur diesel.

“During our consultations with the
Government, we want to make sure that
buses are not perceived as the sole and only

that
and
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LT's

Llewelyn (Widow Twankey) and Alan Ormondy (Emperor)

THE Tl (Travel Information) Players slapped on the
greasepaint for a good cause when their pan-
tomime, Aladdin, attracted around 800 people to
the Bloomsbury Theatre in aid of Children in Need.
Among those in the audience for the earlier of
two perf was LT Chai Peter Ford

| LT welcomes plans to give
London a breath of fresh air

cause of pollution in London.

“In fact they only represent about 2 per cent
of the total traffic flow through the capital.

“Our main contribution should be to provide
a clean, fast and efficient service which will
persuade more and more people to leave their
cars at home and take public transport, which
in itself will be a great benefit to the environ-
ment.”

— A taste for the greasepaint —

IT'S SHOWTIME . . . with, from left, Phil Dougherty (Vizier), Dawn Ross (Princess Jasmin), Donna Martin (Aladdin), Mark

and his young son, Gregory. Mark Llewelyn, who,
when he's not playing Widow Twankey is a Tl
supervisor at 55 Broadway, said the cast were
now hoping to perform a large segment of the
panto at The Great Ormond Street Hospital for

Sick Children.

Student
jailed for
ticket
attack

A STUDENT was jailed for 21
days by Thames magistrates for
an unprovoked attack on an
Underground worker who
asked to see his ticket.

Paul Davey, 21, of Timber Wharf,
Isle of Dogs in east London,
denied common assault and using
threatening words and behaviour
at Mile End Tube station on
September 18.

He was found guilty of
the assault and jailed for
21 days, with another 21
days to run concurrently
for using threatening
words and behaviour.

At a previous hearing,
the victim, Mrs Pauline
Moran, told the court: “I
just asked ‘Can I see your
ticket please’.

Shocked

“He thrust the ticket
into my face and knocked
my glasses off. he called
me a slut and used the ‘f’
word.

“As he was walking up
the stairs he pulled down
his zip and made a
remark which shocked
me,” she added.

Jobs boom
‘will cause
crowding’

A JOBS boom in central
London during the early
years of the next century is
likely to lead to crowding on
some Tube services, accord-
ing to a study carried out by
London Transport and
London Underground.

The Victoria Line, and to a
lesser extent the Piccadilly,
will be particularly affected,
says the study, stressing that
the findings are “highly sen-
sitive” to assumptions about
future employment levels in
London.

Growth

Steven Norris, Minister for
Transport in London, has
asked LT to carry out a
detailed study of possible
future traffic growth on the
Victoria Line and the options
for relieving any congestion
problems this might cause.
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site for the first campaign.

Platform

passengers

The company, formerly London
Transport’s advertising division, has
approached several car makers with

Angel station on the Northern Line
has been earmarked as the most likely

It has a new, 30-feet wide platform,
which London Underground considers  work
big enough to accommodate a car with-
out causing congestion or danger to

Angel station
could pioneer
car adverts

London Regional Passengers’
Committee has voiced opposition to the
plans, however, claiming that the
Underground should encourage people
to use public transport rather than cars
for environmental reasons.

Robert Thurner, LTA's sales and mar-
keting co-ordinator, felt this argument
was misplaced. He said: “It's not a ques-
tion of encouraging people to drive to

“Rather, it's all about target market-
ing. A high percentage of the kind of
people who use the Tube network for

CARS SETTO ‘GO
UNDERGROUND’

PLANS are taking shape
to advertise cars by put-
ting a real one on a Tube
platform, with negotiations
“at an advanced stage”
between vehicle manufac-

work are very attractive to car advertis-
ers. Many of them are from two-car
families, for instance.

“Apart from anything else, what we're
planning is not d milar to the kind of
car promotions which BR already runs
at mainline rail stations.”

Cover

There are also plans to cover buses

and Tube trains with “wrapped-in
advertisements”, painting them to look
like beer cans and other products.
@ LTA has secured the exclusive
advertising rights on the Go-Ahead
Group's vehicles, a 1,400-strong fleet
throughout the country which includes
500 London Central buses.

It is the latest in a string of successes
for LTA, which has so far won every
advertising contract that has come up
for competitive tender from the newly
privatised London bus companies.

Safety
courses
for staff

A SERIES of personal
safety courses is being
held for staff over the
next few months by
London Underground in
conjunction with the Suzy
Lamplugh Trust and
the British Transport
Police.

The courses are des-
igned to help staff avoid
becoming crime vic-
tims in a variety of
situations.

All courses are free to
staff and are being held
at the Baker Street Police
Training Centre and the
Passenger Services Op-
erations Support Training
Room at 55 Broadway.

For full details and
application forms, contact
personal security manag-
er Paul Kirwan at Room
348, 3rd Floor, North
Wing, 55 Broadway. Tel:
0171-918 4539.

‘The omissions of
Labour’s linear city’

DAVID BAYLISS, London Transport’s director of planning
was unimpressed by the Labour Party’s plan to create a “linear
ity" authority for London if it wins the next general election

Under Labour's plan, the new authority would be based on an

rridor stretching from Heathrow to Docklands and
ave responsibility for transport in the area.
er, what David considers key parts of London — such
aeld in the north and Croydon in the south — would be
luded from the authority’s control.

1 would have thought that another option which I believe has

) been mooted by the Labour Party is more logical — to base

eorganised London strategic authority roughly in the area
hounded by the M25,” he said.

The east-west corridor omits several areas which are impor-
tant in the London public transport network.”

Mr Bayliss said Labour did not consult LT before unveiling
its plan. “However, I would hope that they — or any other politi-
cal party, for that matter — would ask for our views before
changing the way London’s public transport system is run.”

Traffic control system gets on the road
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A revolutionary traffic control system which combines bus detec-
tors, bus gates and pedestrian crossings has been opened on the
Uxbridge Road, near the junction with Park View Road in Southall.
Part of the Uxbridge Road Demonstration Project, the system
holds and relocates traffic to give priority to buses.

It was switched on by Clir Stephen Sears, chairman of Ealing
Borough Council’s environment committee (centre). Also pictured
are London Transport Buses market development director Richard
Smith (right) and Peter Hendy, managing director of CentreWest
Buses.

Famous faces

Exhibition

War workers wanted

BBC TV is planning a pro-
gramme on Britain’s
female wartime workers,
and would like to hear
from any ladies who ‘did
their bit’ in an LT factory
producing aircraft compo-
nents and other supplies.

If you can help, contact

isa Jones on 0181-895
6

Mail order posters

MANY of the Under-
ground’s famous posters
are now available by mail
order. A special catalogue
produced by the London
Transport Museum fea-
tures images selected from
its historic and contempo-
rary poster archives
Designed in-house, the
poster catalogue doubles
up as a handy A-Z note-
book, and sells for just £1.

Sitting pretty

A POCKET guide has been
published which tells pas-
sengers where to sit for
the speediest exit when
leaving the Tube.

For instance, anyone
wanting to beat the rush
on Notting Hill Gate's east-
bound Central Line plat-
form should travel in the
first carriage, while pas-
sengers taking the
Piccadilly Line at Knights-
bridge for Kings Cross
should board the fourth
carriage from the front.

The guide, Tube Hopper,
costs £2.50.

Westminster award
WESTMINSTER  City
Council has won first prize
in the Autoglass White
Sport Awards for the
Piccadilly contra-flow bus
lane. The award.

at local authori

change accident black
spots into “white spots”.

Chairman is host

LT Chairman Peter Ford
will host the corporate
members’ reception at the
LT Museum on March 29.

Name change

IN our review of the year in
the last issue of LT News we
inadvertently re<christened
the general manager of the
Circle and Hammersmith
lines Andrew Horton. He is,
of course, Charles Horton.
Our apologies.
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at lunchtime

TWO former Secretaries of State
for Transport, Lord Parkinson and
Baroness Castle, are due to speak
in the new season of lunchtime
lectures at the LT Museum in
Covent Garden.

Lord Parkinson will speak about
“LT and the Thatcher years™ on
February 2, while Baroness Castle
will be describing her recollec-
tions of “LT and the Wilson
Government” on March 2.

The season of lectures also
includes Will Hutton, economics
editor of The Guardian, who will
be looking at how London
Transport is faring in the current
political climate during his talk on
February 16.

pulls the
crowds

HUNDREDS of people flocked to
the Engineering on the Und-
erground exhibition during its
four-week run at Canary Wharf.
Aimed at staff and customers,
the exhibition showed how differ-
ent parts of the company’s Eng-
ineering Directorate fit together.
The 33 stands represented all
parts of the directorate along
with various contractors and cov-
ered everything from the Tube
network’s infrastructure, such as
track and bridges, to project man-
agement and line engineering.
CrossRail and the Jubilee Line
Extension were also represented.

Equipment development engineer Ray Ball
with rail current meter at the exhibition

Special showings were organised for
the Department of Transport, the
Health & Safety Executive and suppli-
ers, while a “family day” was held for
engineering employees and their rela-
tives. The exhibition subsequently
moved to LUL's Acton offices for two
weeks and may also be staged at 55
Broadway.
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Hugh Sumner . . . Challenge

retired in the autumn

recent years.

A civil engineer by training, he

A former general manager of the
Bakerloo Line, Hugh was the archi-
tect of the Underground’s Company
Plan, one of the country’s biggest
programmes of corporate change in

Engineering,

Resources

has also worked in private industry
and with the Underground, in

Strategic Planning and Human

“My priority is to significantly raise
the levels of customer satisfaction
with the service,” he told LT News

Reliable

“I also want to help make our staff
feel an integral part of a progressive
team working for the improvement
of London Underground. This is

Bakerloo chief heads passenger services

HUGH SUMNER, 37, has been
named as London Underground’s
new Director of Passenger Services,
responsible for the capital’s 500
Tube trains and 250 stations

He succeeds lan Arthurton, who

important, as it's a key element in
making our service even more reli-
able than it is at the moment.”

He said that the greatest chal-
lenge facing him in his new role was
the “balancing of priorities” between
achieving immediate improvements
in performance and the amount of
funding which is available

“I think that the biggest thing we
have in our favour is the innate tal-
ents of our people. Given the right
tools to do the job, I am convinced
they can achieve anything.”

Development,

Europe’s biggest bus
info system launched

Countdown is on

the right route

EUROPE’s largest real-time bus
passenger information project
was launched on Tuesday when
London Transport Buses’ £2.5
million Nag’s Head Project got
underway.

The project will see around 170 bus stops on 24
routes in Haringey, Islington, Camden and the
City fitted with the Countdown system by the
end of March

All the routes linked to the system lead off the
Nag's Head junction in Holloway, and stops have
illuminated signs showing arrival times and des-
tinations of the n

The Countdown system draws its information
from automatic vehicle location equipment sited
along routes, which allow accurate predictions to
be made of bus arrival times.

The signs also show which
other routes serve the stop

By Barry Duke

and can display special mes-
sages sent by a service con-
troller at the garage about
traffic delays or any other
problems on the route.
Predictions
Arrival predictions are
based on the usual journey
times modified by the actual
speeds of the three previous
buses, thereby taking into
account prevailing traffic
conditions.
“The project is part trial,
part first stage implementa-
tion,” d Stephen Balogh,

London Transport Buses’
Countdown Project Manager.
“We want to gauge passen-
ger reaction to the system
before we roll it out for full
network implementation.

“Given that everything
goes as it should, we'll be
approaching the Depart-
ment of Transport (DOT)
with a business case for
expansion towards the end
of the year.

“Given that we receive
approval, around 4,000 bus
stops would be equipped
with Countdown throughout

LT Chairman, Peter Ford,

the new Ci

scheme at Palace on Tuesday

the network within the next
seven to 10 years.” He said
that the Nag's Head area
had been chosen for the pro-
ject because it offered a
coherent network of routes

Devices

Some of the buses on the
runs wi already equipped
with vehicle location devices
and there had been good co-
operation from the local
authorities.

Countdown has already
been introduced on routes
18, 83, 207 and 607 in west
London

National strike ruled out

PRESS reports of a threatened national bus strike
have been dismissed by a spokesman for the
Transport & General Workers’ Union (TGWU).

The union is currently dispute with the
Chelmsford-based Eastern National bus company
following the sacking of more than 100 drivers who
took industrial action in pursuit of a pay claim.

However, suggestions that the union is actively
considering escalating the dispute into a national
bus strike were denied by the union.

“Obviously we will keep the situation under
review,” a spokesman told LT News, “ but at the
moment we have no plans to call a national strike.
We intend to keep it restricted to Eastern National.”

TWO ARE AWARDED MBEs IN NEW YEAR HONOURS

Clyde Alder . . . 33 years' service and never a day off sick

TWO London busmen - Clyde Alder and
Graham Yates - were awarded MBEs in
the Prime Minister’'s New Year Honours
list for their services to public transport
in the capital.

Clyde, 53, operating manager at
Stagecoach East London’s Upton Park
garage, has never had a single day off sick
in 33 years’ service since he joined LT as a
conductor in 1961. He became a revenue
inspector 10 years later, and in 1974 was
promoted to relief garage inspector.

In 1977 he was appointed garage inspec-
tor at Upton Park, and since 1983 has
been in charge of operations at the garage.
Clyde, who was born in Bridgetown,
Barbados, is also a local magistrate, a posi-
tion he has held for the last 18 years.

Graham Yates, 50, began his public
transport career in 1968, when he start-

ed as a bus driver on the 120 and 195
routes. Promotion to inspector followed
quickly, and he now works as a service
controller for the 207 bus route based at
Acton Tram depot.

In addition, Graham is a union repre-
sentative for ACTS (supervisory staff),
and secretary of the Hanwell Garage
Charities Committee.

Packed

He is also an active fund-raiser for
Castlebar School in Ealing where he is
chairman of the Parents Teachers
Association.

Much further from home, Graham has
led a series of expeditions to the No 1
Orphanage in Bacau, Romania, taking
London buses packed with equipment
and supplies.

Graham Yates . . . expeditions
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last decade museum visitors
have learned to demand a great
deal, and public expectations are
bound to carry on rising. We
must keep ahead of the game,”
Mr Mullins told LT News

An angular, youthful 40-year-
old, Sam Mullins comes to LT
from St Albans, where, as
Director of Museums, he ran
two museums - the Verulamium
which tells the story of the
Roman presence in Hertford-
shire, and the Museum of St
Albans

From Romans to Routemasters
must surely have come as some-
thing of a shock. Mr Mullins
says not. He is, he points out, pri-
marily an historian, and stresses

ate of affairs,

but also recognises that

that certain basic principles
apply to all museums, whatever
their subject matter may be

But it does help if you have a
passion for the collection in
question. And he certainly has
that - in spades

Touch

The mere fact that he can
state, with quite unabashed can-
dour, that he was once out there
as a lad, train-spotting with the
best of them, and that his first
published article was about

country carriers, is surely symp-
tomatic of more than just a touch
of transport fever. Just as the
artefacts in the St Albans
Museum help people under-
stand how the Romans shaped
their city and their lives, the
exhibits at the LT Museum, says
Mr Mullins, “are marvellous
totems of London life. If you had
to draw up a list of what is quin-
tessentially London, Tubes, red
buses and roundels would have
to head such a list, because
transport, particularly in the

20th century, was the biggest
single influence in the develop-
ment of the capital as we know it
today”.

Slices

There can be no doubt that the
LT Museum'’s success today iss
due to the complete refurbish-
ment programme undertaken in
1993 at a cost of £4 million.
When the museum reopened in
December of that year, the
crowds that flocked to it were
amazed to see that it had gained

London Transport’s Museum is proving a hit with the public but maintaining its pulling power is a full-time job

Bucking the
trend with
past glories

BRITISH museums are no longer the attraction they once were.
Numbers of visitors are either static or falling.

But there is one notable exception — the London Transport Museum, which is currently enjoy-
ing its biggest surge of popularity since it first opened at Covent Garden in March 1980.

Sam Mullins, the man recruited at the end of 1994 to succeed Andrew Scott as director of the
London Transport Museum, is clearly delighted by this
maintaining the museum’s pulling power presents a considerable challenge.

“No museum can afford to stand still - they have to move forward very quickly indeed. In the

Barry Duke meets the new man
in charge at the LT Museum

Sam does some strap hanging on one of the exhibits at the LT Museum

a second level; a much improved
gift shop; a cafeteria; interactive
screens providing information in
several languages; excellent con-
ference facilities; an information
centre — and a great deal more.
Little wonder that the museum
quickly boosted its gate by 70
per cent over previous levels.

But how to keep up the
momentum? Sam Mullins says
that both the displays and the
retail and commercial activities
must be constantly reviewed and
developed.

Retiring?
Seek advice from a name
you can trust.

If you are retiring you will have many concerns,

our extra 3% investment allocation if you invest

make the most from your savings and investments.

Coach trip to a final farewell

AROUND 40 people from LT and LUL board-
ed a Routemaster coach sporting the 1963
Green Line livery for the funeral of David
Hughes at Chelmsford Crematorium in
Essex.

David, a doyen of LT’s publicity and adver-
tising operations for more than 30 years,
died last month at the age of 52.

He joined London Transport back in 1962
as superintendent (staff) railways, but trans-

ferred to public relations the next year.

He subsequently moved to the press office
in 1969 and then to the publicity office in
1970 before trying his hand at marketing the
Underground network in 1988.

Advertising and publicity subsequently
merged with the marketing department,
which is where David stayed until his death
from a malignant tumour.

He leaves a teenage daughter, Demelza.

IT’S no longer illegal for people not
to queue at London bus stops,
after the lapse of a 1938 LT
byelaw which decreed that “pas-
sengers must wait in lines... in an
orderly manner”.

The byelaw was abolished on
New Year’s Day, but as yet, bus
crews have not reported any

- The end of the line for queues -
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noticeable difference in passen-
gers’ behaviour.

Robin Pulford of LT Public
Affairs explained: “We were
asked by the government if there
were any laws that weren’t being
used and this one wasn’t.

“I don’t think it will make any
difference to the orderly queues

Bus passengers are
set to pay penalty

THE £10 penalty fare scheme intro-
duced last year on London
Underground could be extended to the
buses.

London Transport Buses has asked the
Department of Transport for permission to
introduce a penalty fare scheme in April, and Dr
Brian Mawhinney, the Secretary of State for
Transport, is expected to announce his decision
shortly.

LT Buses revenue manager Paul London
explained that the scheme is mainly needed to
combat overriding - the practice of travelling
further than the ticket allows. Overriding is esti-
mated to account for more than half of the £23
million or so the bus companies lose each year
as a result of fare evasion.

“If we are given permission to introduce a
penalty fare scheme we will be going down the
same path as a number of other bus operators
in the UK and abroad.

“Penalty fares are particularly common in con-
tinental cities,” he said.

Message

Meanwhile LT Buses will continue to hammer
home the fare evasion message — and the prac-
tice of overriding in particular — through care-
fully targeted advertising campaigns.

The most recent series of advertisements
which focused on overriding were found to have
substantially raised public consciousness about
the practice and its likely consequence — a pos-
sible fine of up to £1,000.

Research carried out for LT Buses suggested
the use of humour to get the message across.
This resulted in the launch last October of a
new series of posters, with a surreal style of
humour aimed at younger bus users.

When the penalty fare scheme on the
Underground was launched, LUL estimated that
about £6 million extra would be raised each year
- not as a result of forcing the £10 penalty out of
Tube travellers but through a significant reduc-
tion in fraud. Nine months into the scheme,

formed by passen-
gers, because we can
rely on the innate
good sense and man-
ners of the British
public.”

David bags
the bubbly

THE drinks are on pensioner

ampaign launched to tackle child abuse

Pictured: Back row, Derek Redmond. Middle row: Bill Apfelbaum, chairman of LTA, Bonnie Apfelbaum, director of
public affairs, TDI, LTA's American parent company. Bottom row, Daphne 0'Keeffe, vice-president (sales), LTA, hold-
Ing Elliot, Sharron Davies, Christy Leth, director sales and marketing, LTA, Jeremy Male, managing director, LTA 58

David Hopkins, after he won a
magnum of champagne in our
jumbo crossword competition in
«. | the lastissue of LT News

David, who lives in Ruislip,
Middlesex, retired in 1993 after
17 years with LT as a draughts-
man and surveyor with Power
Services at City Cloisters near
Old Street station
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MORE than 500 London buses are being used in a
six-week advertising campaign against child abuse.
Powerful, artistic interpretations of child abuse giv-
ing the NSPC helpline number have replaced
the usual advertising slogans on the buses

The Recognise Child Abuse campaign was

launched by swimmer Sharron Davies and her

husband, athlete Derek Redmond with their baby
son, Elliot. LTA, formerly London Transport’s
advertising division before it was privatised last
year, is donating £100,000 of space to the cam-
paign and offering reduced rates to related chari-
ties. The campaign is the first in a series which
will form LTA’s community relations programme
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LUL says it is well on target to raising this addi-
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affected by the work at
weekends since January 8.

Although services are to
restart soon, there will be
some disruption over the
weekends of February 11-12
and March 4-5 for the recon-
struction of pipe crossings at
Sloane Square.

A PARTNERSHIP paid off for LT's
Kenbrook retirement home in
Wembley, when Help the Aged public
relations manager Sharon Squire
handed over a cheque for £2,580.

It was Kenbrook's 15 per cent share
of the £17,000 raised for Help the
Aged from a week-long collection

campaign throughout the LT net-
work.

The partnership with Help the Aged
began during LT’s Diamond Jubilee
celebrations in 1993, when the chari-
ty was given the unique opportunity
to raise money on the entire trans-
port system.

-

ADMIRAL

Al

Please only call if re

Saturdays 9 am to 2 pm

LLOYD'S
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NIGHTS OF THE ROAD

THOUSANDS of people used London’s night bus service to get
home from welcoming in the new year. The service, which
was free on New Year's Eve along with travel on the Tube
network, operates seven days a week. Richard Baker took a
ride on one of the nocturnal routes to meet the people who
run and use them long after the rest of us call it a night.

The customers wh

l.T’ hight-time buse;e.'?’ e

RAFALGAR Square, 1.05 am: Dozens of
people, mostly tourists and night work-
ers — it’s still too early for the club
crowd — are milling around in the early
hours of a cold, damp Saturday morning waiting

for buses to take them all over London.
Their relief when driver/operator Warren Wallace pulls up in his N36
out of Peckham Garage is almost palpable.

Driver/operator Warren Wallace and his N36 at the turn-round point in Grove

Park

We're bound for Grove Park, south of Catford. It’s a journey of around
10 miles and will take about an hour to complete.
Warren keeps the Leyland Titan’s engine ticking over as he collects
the fares from the column of passengers who shuffle in through the

front doors.

Then he circumnavigates the square and heads south towards

Victoria.

It's a route that Warren regularly drives during the six or so night
shifts he does every month.
“I suppose I'm something of a rarity, in that I work days as well,” he

said. “Most of the blokes on nights do it all the time.

Warren has been with London Central for just over two years, and

he sees both the pros and cons of night life on the buses.

Return trip

“The night buses tend to be busier, and you get to know people
because the same people use the service all the time, such as early
morning cleaners, for example.

“From a personal point of view, night shifts are good because I ge t
to spend more time with my family during the day.

“The worst thing about it is that the hours are so irregular —

you're up and working while everybody else is asleep.”

Warren lives in Camberwell with his wife, Pauline, who is
expecting their second child next month, and he tries to make
the best of both worlds by doing only two or three night shifts in a

TOW.

He'll be back in the garage just before 6 am, having covered the
return trip between Trafalgar Square and Grove Park two and a

half times.

Just a handful of people get on and off as we rattle past Victoria

Pictures: Bob Vickers

|
|[LONDON’S night bus network has
changed out of all recognition in the
last 10 years.

Before London Transport
launched a major expansion in
1984 it was just a pale shadow of
what it is today, as Robin Young,
London Central’s operations direc-
tor, explained: “There really wasn’t
a night bus service to talk of.

“All we had was a handful of
routes which hadn’t changed since
before the war and were there main-
ly for postmen and night workers.

“Also, they ran every night except
Saturday — the busiest night of the
week!

“Consequently, when LT decided
to expand the service it was like
starting with a blank sheet of
paper.”

Robin, who at the time was traffic
manager for central London, played
a key role in developing this
enlarged network, which took shape
over the next two or three years.

“It was a response to public

Eighties expansion

demand,” he said, “particularly
from young people who used late-
night clubs and discos in central
London and needed a cheap and
reliable way to get home after-
wards.”

As for the future, Robin feels that
London’s night bus routes couldn’t
develop much more than they have
already.

Frequent

He said: “One of the lessons we’ve
learned over the years is that people
who live more than about 12 miles
out don’t tend to use buses to get
into town.

“However, I think a more frequent
service would generate passenger
traffic since people won’t need to
consult timetables if they know the
next bus will be leaving in 10 or 15
minutes.

“In addition, I think there is a
need for more cross-town services,
particularly serving the south of the
capital.”

and Camberwell New Road.
On the top deck are half a dozen teenagers heading for a ‘rave’

in Peckham.

“I think the service could be a lot better,” said
the most articulate lad of the bunch in what
proved to be the only moan of the night.

“You stand around for ages in the freezing
cold and pouring rain and when one does
finally turn up they charge you more than

they do during the day.”

Nevertheless, he claimed that the night bus

service did keep him on the
straight and narrow.

“If it wasn’t running, we'd

probably have to nick a car,” he
said to snorts of approval from
his friends.
Camberwell Green, 1.24 am:
Nine people get on, including
Gabrielle Amoros, a 20-some-
thing French girl who said she
felt completely safe travelling on
the night bus alone.

Route

“It's fine,” she said confidently.
“I think the service is OK.
However, I wish the route would
run closer to where I live in
Deptford. I have to get off and
walk from New Cross and it's
quite far.”

Also on their way to New
Cross are Julia and Michael
Munroe, heading home after a

‘I it wasn'’t for the
bus service we'd
find it very difficult
to get around’

karaoke evening in Camberwell.
“I think it's a good service,”
said Michael. “We use it quite a
bit for socialising.”
New Cross Gate, 1.36am:
Enter the one and only drunk of
the night. Ranting and raving,
it's a miracle he manages to
make it up the steps!

Sways

Warren is diplomacy itself,
calmly taking his money before
the man sways his way unsteadi-
ly towards the back.

He stays with us until

Lewisham and then lurches off
into the night, still shouting.

Hope Adesanya and her daugh-
ter, Vicky, are travelling back to
Catford after an evening out. “We
use the N36 a lot as it’s very con-
venient for us,” said Hope. “If it
wasn't for the bus service we'd
find it very difficult to get
around.”

The bus slowly empties as we
get towards our destination, with
people getting off in ones and
twos and nobody else getting on.
Grove Park, 2 am: Warren
pulls into the turn-round point
with an empty bus apart from me
and my photographer.

“It's been fairly quiet so far,” he
muses, as he changes the desti-
nation board ready for the return
run to Trafalgar Square.
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Killing off the late bus myths

THE image of night buses is that they are not very
well used and then only by drunks, troublesome or
otherwise.

Not so, maintains Mick Hawkins, night bus man-
ager for London Central, the capital’s biggest opera-
tor of nocturnal routes.

Important

He said that London’s night buses carried 25 mil-
lion passengers last year, and troublesome drunks
were few and far between.

“We carry a mixed bunch of people,” said Mick.
“There are a lot of night workers, for instance, while

the club and disco crowd are also very important. In
the early mornings, we are also regularly used by
cleaners on their way to London offices.

“Our N36 route, from Trafalgar Square to Grove
Park is so popular that we've had to increase it from
a 60-minute to a 30-minute service.”

London Central runs 15 night bus routes between
about 10.30 pm and 7 am seven days a week, with
more than 50 vehicles on the road every weekend

Night bus routes are longer than their daytime
counterparts. For instance, the N81 covers the 30
miles or so between Victoria and Gillingham in
Kent.

IT’S not just the driver/operators who work
while the rest of us are snuggled up under our
duvets, as night buses need a support infra-
structure to keep them on the road.

That's why most nights of the week between
10 pm and 6 am you'll find the likes of Peter
Mould and Simon Kelly doing their stuff at
Peckham Bus Garage.

“You get used to working nights,” said Simon,
a leading hand who's been doing the job for five
years.

“Mind you, you have to turn your life around
and live it backwards!”

Peter, who handles bus allocation at the
garage, agreed. “I couldn’t do a day job now,”
he said.

“What I like about it is that it’s nice and quite
and you’re left on your own to get on with your
job.”

Funny

Peter and Simon are among a six-strong sup-
port crew of mechanics and other workers who
are usually on duty overnight at Peckham
Garage.

Between them they keep a fleet of nine buses
on the road every night from Sunday to Friday,
and 13 on Saturdays.

The new garage in Blackpool Road opened a
year ago to replace London Central’s old depot
in Peckham High Street, a move about which
Peter, for one, has mixed feelings.

“We used to get all sorts of weirdoes, winos
and druggies wandering in during the night at
the old garage,” he said.

“Nobody bothers us here. But you know the
funny thing is I sort of miss it!”
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INSURANCE

SERVICES

VEN LOWER
COST
INSURANCE

Isn’t that
FOR YOUR

CAR

28 @

MOTOR

Touchline make car and
home insurance really
streamlined. And they
offer special extra savings
for LT staff and their
immediate families.

Price. You’ll be surprised
how much we can save you!
And you can pay your
premiums monthly or
annually*.

Service. We’ve streamlined
everything to save you time.
Whether you’re getting a
quote, changing your cover,
or making a claim. And our
Helpline is open 24 hours

a day.

Speed. Quotes over the
phone. Cover on the spot,
if you like.

No nasty surprises.
Touchline people are
knowledgeable and helpful.
Phone now and see for
yourself.

Low direct
premiums

Cover on the spot

Streamlined claim
service

24 hour emergency
helpline

less of a drag?

FOR YOUR

BUILDINGS

@® Good solid cover
against full range
of perils

Full repair or
rebuilding costs

Valuable extras as
standard

Help with alternative
accommodation

Tailor your cover to
suit yourself

A better deal at your fingertips

0800 207 800

00am -8.00pm Mon - Fri, 9.00am -2.00pm Sat

CONTENTS
@ New-for-old
replacement

Free extra cover at
Christmas time

Free removals cover
if you move house

Replacement locks if
keys are stolen

Emergency cover
free for first year

*Subject to status.

Not available
in Northern
Ireland, the

) Channel
Islands or the
Isle of Man.

Shake-up
for South
London

SIX bus services in south
London may be changed to
coincide with the start of
new operating contracts on
some of them.

In addition, Sunday ser-
vices would be introduced
on two of the routes for the
first time in response to
requests from local people.

London Transport Buses
says it wants to introduce
the changes to “provide a
more effective overall cover-
age of the area”.

The six routes concerned
are the 115, 200, 322, G1, P5
and P13.

Two new routes — the 201
and 315 - would be intro-
duced to replace the 115
from Battersea to Dulwich
College, which would be dis-
continued.

Terminate

Route 200, which runs
from Raynes Park to
Streatham Hill, will be
changed to take in Mitcham
and terminate at Fair Green.

A 20-minute frequency
Sunday service would be
introduced for the 322 service
between Elephant & Castle
and Crystal Palace, while the
G1 from Clapham Junction to
Norwood Garage will instead
shuttle between Battersea
and Streatham Garage.

The current P5 from
Elephant & Castle will
change from a “one-way
loop” in the Clapham area to
a two-way route terminating
at Clapham North Station.

MOBILITY BUSE
BRIDGE THE GAP

New service will
link homes, shops
and hospitals

A NETWORK of mobility bus
routes for Wandsworth,
Lambeth and the surrounding
areas was launched last week.

The ten, wheelchair-accessible services,
which start operating on Monday, were
unveiled by London Transport and the
Mayor of Wandsworth, Clir Beryl Jeffrey,
at Mary Holben House, a home for the
elderly and disabled in Tooting.

The routes, numbered 861 to 870, will
provide new links between residential
areas, shopping centres and hospitals, and
are available for use by able bodied, as well
as disabled people.

Services will be operated under contract
to London Transport by Crystals Coaches
with drivers who are specially trained in
meeting the needs of people with impaired
mobility.

Significant

Special midibuses will be used, equipped
to carry at least three people in wheel-
chairs and 18 other passengers.

Andrew Braddock, head of LT’s Unit for
Disabled Passengers, said: “The
Wandsworth and Lambeth network will
provide a valuable service for all people
with impaired mobility — whether they are
elderly, disabled or carrying children or
shopping.

“It represents a significant addition to
mobility bus services in south London.”

Clir Beryl Jeffrey, the Mayor of Wandsworth,
Delderfield a helping hand off the new bus

Digging into rich
vein of LT history

LONDON'S transport history spans cen-
turies, and is probably richer and better doc-
umented than any other city in the world

Yet, just when you thought that nothing
more of historical note could possibly be
extracted about transport in the capital,
along come two superb books which
prove that notion completely wrong

Underground Architecture, by David
Lawrence), and Mr Beck's Underground
Map, by Ken Garland, have just been pub-
lished by Capital Transport in association
with the London Transport Museum -
and they make ideal companions

Waltham Green station (now Fulham B

dway) depicted in Underg

London’s changing streets

London Buses: Then and Now, fol-
lows the familiar and popular for-
mat of photographs from yesterday
compared with those taken from a
similar vantage point today.

It is a sign of the rapidity of
change in London’s bus scene that
the passage of just a few years can
produce some vivid contrasts.

Two intriguing pairs show no
buses in today’s photographs.

The pedestrians in Kingston
town centre accounts for one pic-
ture. In the second, Chancery
Lane has become one of the few

central London streets to lose its
bus service.

This is despite the fact that
parked cars in the “before” shot
seem to make bus passage more
difficult than it would be with
today's yellow lines.

There is a good geographical
spread across the former “red
bus” territory in this highly rec-
ommended book of some 250-
photographs new and old.

Compiled by Ian Cowley, London
Buses: Then and Now is published
by Ian Allan and costs £9.99.

Excellence

Although the two subjects have, on the
face of it, no obvious connection, the
books demonstrate how commitment to
innovation and design excellence in
London Transport’s evolutionary years
threaded its way through every aspect of
the system

It would seem that the same principles
were applied with equal determination to
major projects as they were to such minu-
tiae as the humble Tube map

But while Underground Architecture
encompasses a wide variety of design
classics, Ken Garland focuses on just one:
the diagram that Harry C Beck, a 29-year-
old engineering draughtsman, first creat-
ed in 1931 and which was destined to
become the best known Underground
map in the world.
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A DOZEN lucky people
each won two tickets to
The London International
Boat Show at Earls Court,
when they won our com-
petition in last month’s LT
News

They correctly ans-
wered that the first London
Boat Show was held in
1954 at Olympia, and that
Volvo is the main sponsor
of this year's event.

Winners were: Mr F
Williams; Mr D. F
Gowers; Mr J. Humphrys;
Mrs I Nixon; Mr J
Adams; Mr D. A. Pater;
Mr B. Sekhon; Mr M. ]
Clews: Mr G. Jepps; Mrs
V. K. Ager; Mrs. D
Darling; Mr M. Johnson

SN —

uPV.C. WINDOWS
DOORS AND
CONSERVATORIES
AT SENSIBLE PRICES
CHECK Uus out’

Telephone
081-551 8686
ANYTIME

Discount for LRT employees

LT Staff
We can cut
the cost of your
Home & Motor
Insurance

LT Staff and Pensioners qualify for substantial discounts off
their Home Insurance and exclusive rates for Motor Insurance.

Jardines have negoliated preferential rates for you from a

leading insurers, which can offer yx

wailable to the general public
You have the chaice of paying either annually or by monthly instalments
Legsal Protection Cover available with all policies.
Let us find the policy that's right for you.
Simply call us now, on 0800 243 65

for your FREE no obl

CALL FREE OF CHARGE ON
0800 243 653

Jardine Insurance Brokers Limited FREEPOST Bradford BD1 1BR

tion quotation
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The old London General double decker goes to its watery grave

A FORMER London Bus makes

Give us the money
to get back on top

THE Chairman said in LT News,

December, that he wanted
London to have the best trans-

port system in the world.
Well, before this government we had the best

$9000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

YOUR stories in the December
issue of LT News about Tramlink

ROY’S
GOLF

Thursday January 26, 1995 LT News ||

General DMS bus has
a splash
transport system in the world

made a splash in an
Essex lake as a training
aid for a local diving club!
3 S .
2'{11: _h::ed:) leih:(: for dlvers When LT was z\l]fm'p([ to design and develop its bl"nughl buc}( memories of the
RO TGl own buses and trains we also had the best vehi- | ” 1930s when Bill Rowbottom, a tram
Putney garages. cles in the world, as _\\'m]cs:\’vd by the fact that { 2 o dr er at Hanwell depot, had a son
Nowtitls sitting 11 RMs and RMLs are still running ears on. ¥ P];l_\vmg the lead as Mack the Knife
metres below the sur- I_l Tlurlrrl to go sour whvn_ Bar (.E) 1 in The Three Penny Opera. ;
face of Crystal Waters T\hl1|§|ul‘ of Ilm‘n‘s])nrl. (]‘\’L‘.ldud that LT ,_H(v went on to appear in many
at Rainham, where buy its buses ‘off the peg” (i.e. from Leyland) films under his own name, Bill
divers use it to practice A W _h:ll adi er that was for LT with the DM Rowbottom : .
exploring underwater lémllll_\‘ of buses. ; _ j ‘Hu then decided to rhaugf* it to
e e We were rhungpm major units after three _Blll Owen and he still plays Compo
weeks of use and it knocked the morale out of / in the BBC's Last of the Summer
the staff. e p - i B Wine.
I am sure that if some future government ' 2
gave LT the money the company could do what

and the stage musical Oliver

Roy Bowyer: 'l got a screamer at the start and things went perfectly’

with mor o Came ome - Airbus driver takes
Costa Brava open

tan, when he played the
game of his life to win the

t ¢ Open at g players in the two-day, stableford
Torriegurri in Spain. competition

Costa Brava

The Airbus driver/operator, who's It was his first major honour in a 12-
based at Stamford Brook Garage in  year golfing career.
west London, beat a field of more than Playing off a handicap of 22, he col-

Buses revenue protec-
tion manager unit at
210/212 Baker Street,
said the club hired a
crane to lower the bus
into the lake.

Anybody interested in
exploring the bus, or
diving generally should
tant instructor with contact Mary on Auto
Divers 2000, who 41469 or 0171-918
works as a London 1469.

lected 32 points in the first round and
34 in the second to chalk up a tri-
umphant total

“It just went right on the day, particu-
larly in the second round,” said Roy
who plays most of his golf with the LT
Golf Club at Home Park in Kingston

“I always judge myself by the first

Mary Moore, an assis-
drive and I got a screamer. Things went

>
G. Purton, perfectly from there.”

ret'd inspector Hanwell garage,

PROVIDENT MUTURL

Plans for reqular savings and lump sum investment
Buying price of Life Managed Fund Ordinary Units on

19 January 1995 Iwaxi 482.3p I

Provident Mutual Life Assurance Association
25-31 Moorgate, London EC2R 6BA Telephone 071 628 3232
A Member of LAUTRO

THE GREAT ESCAPE

R TH A
(;,»5‘ & COUA‘:’;
SITES, SALES AND ‘P‘_«\
O
Hiomes roR SAte
Coast
,-*‘)&Coup‘tp}“é
(0227) 771777
TOA HOLIDAY HOME OF YOUR OWN
A BRAND NEW 2 BEDROOM
CARAVAN
Fully sited from as little as

£7885.56

FINANCE AVAILABLE
To discuss your holiday or residential park
home opportunities,
PHONE 0227 771777

it knows best - transport — and put us back on  Bill Owen . . . as Compo in the TV series Staines, Middx
.

top again
H.G. Oliver,
ret'd BM Finchley
garage,
Hunstanton, Norfolk

Low-down on
new buses

IN your December issue
mention was made of the
welcoming of the low-floor
bus by the London Regional
Passengers’ Committee
(LRPC)

Having travelled on these
vehicles every day since
early November, I must say
that apart from the occu-
pants of wheelchairs, no one
has a good word to say
about them

I suspect that members of
the LRPC have not travelled
on these buses during peak
times. They would have
seen pushchairs with chil-
dren still in them and shop-
ping trolleys with no bag-
gage area to put them in, all
mixed with passengers in
the front half of the vehicle.

If a wheelchair comes
aboard then three passen-
gers have to give up their
tip-up seats to make room
for it.

The elderly and unsteady
have to negotiate three
steep steps to reach the
seats at the back.

The seats themselves are
the narrow bucket type,
upholstered with no more
than one inch of foam and
uncomfortable for two big

®e0cc0cscccessesessssesssssssscssssssnee

POSTBAG

people. The capacity is
approximately 70 passen-
gers against about 90 on the
old double deckers, and yet
these have been replaced on
a one-to-one basis which of
course means more over-
crowded buses.

If it is intended to run
these buses in the market
areas, | suggest that the
designers return to the
drawing board.

W. Sawyer,
ex-Central Division,
London E6

John Wagstaff, public
transport manager with
LT’s Unit for Disabled
Passengers, says: The low-
floor bus now runs on five
London routes and has been
generally welcomed as the
best solution yet in the quest
for a fully-accessible vehicle

O IF you have any
views you would like
to air send them to
Postbag, LT News,
Citigate Publishing,
52 St John Street,
London EC1M 4DT.
Or Fax us on

0171- 490 8088

which can be used on main-
stream services.

W. Sawyer does not appear
to like the idea of ‘push-
chairs with children still in
them’, but it can be quicker
and safer for a small child to
be taken on and off the bus in
this way than to expect its
parent to struggle on and off
with the child under one arm
and the folded push-chair
under the other.

It is true that at busy times
more able-bodied passengers
may need to move towards the
rear of the bus to make room
Jor the less agile, including the
occasional person in a wheel-
chair. On a double-deck bus
this would ofien mean having
to climb rather more than just
three steps.

The London low-floor bus
concept is still in the experi-
mental stage, and the various

J antec a Company of Quality

Electronic Repair
Software Design
Contract Maint.
P.C.B. Design

Daily delivery and collection Established 15 years

Prototype Manufacture

Small Batch Production
Obsolete Component Sourcing
Emergency 24 hour turnaround

Electronic Design
Electronic Assy.
Tech. Drawing
Development

BS5750 part 2 No. FM 14313

JANORHURST (HOLDINGS) LTD 23, ELDON WAY, BIGGLESWADE,
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Museum to restore ‘Scooter

Rare Thirties bus
field

FLASHBACK to our story about the ‘Scooter' in the November issue

Do you recall Scooter?

IF you ever drove or worked on a Scooter bus during the
1930s, 40s and 50s, then the LT Museum wants to hear from
you. The Museum is restoring one of only two known surviv-
ing examples of the bus which was found in a field.

The Museum is interested in recollections about operating
and maintaining the vehicles. In particular, it would like to
contact a station supervisor at Waterloo who phoned in with
information about the buses but who failed to leave his name.
Anybody who thinks they might be able to help should con-
tact Bob Bird at the Museum on 0171-379 6344.

cee
elements of the two designs now
in service are being indepen-
dently evaluated for London
Transport by the Transport
Research Laboratory.

Off the rails

I FAIL to see Mr Ford's
enthusiasm for trains on the
Northern Line (‘Northern
Line train deal is signed’, LT
News, December).

I used the line when I was
employed by LT for the last
10 years before retiring.

It did not get the name of
‘the misery line’ through bad
service. It was because of the
crowded trains. If one got off
to let passengers disembark,
you would be unlikely to get
back on. There was no
Victoria Line then.

However, with today’s tech-
nology I cannot see that peo-
ple will be commuting to their
workplace. Many people now
work from home and send
computer information over
the phone line.

Journalists have been doing
this for years without having
to return to their offices for
deadlines.

F. Coombes,
Morden,
Surrey

Memorial’s
new home

IN your November 24 edi-
tion, J.E. Black asked: ‘Where
is the missing Stonebridge
Park garage war memorial?’.

After many years without a
permanent home following the
closure of Stonebridge Park
garage, the memorial has been
resited and reconsecrated at
Barham Park in Wembley.

The memorial was placed
in. Barham Park on
Remembrance Day last year,
attended by members of the
armed forces, religious lead-
ers, borough officials and
CentreWest staff.

It is now the centrepiece of
a war memorial for the entire
Borough of Brent. A plaque
will be fixed to the memorial
shortly detailing its history.

R.M.Muir,
Commercial Director,
CentreWest London Buses Ltd

JLE's David Edwards (left) tussles with Steve Knight of Maersk

Derby duel at
Mile End

THE long-awaited soccer
showdown between LUL
Building & Finance and JLE
kicks off at Mile End
Stadium tomorrow night
(6pm), when the two sides
meet in a Canary Wharf
Premiership match.

LUL Building &
Finance got a walkover
last week which earned
them two points and a
notional 2-0 victory,
when their scheduled
opponents, Ogilvy &
Mather, failed to field a
side.

It will be tougher
tomorrow night, how-
ever, as JLE are deter-
mined to bounce back
from two successive
defeats.

Their latest came
against unbeaten Tex-
aco, the league lead-
ers, who beat them 3-1
last Friday.

That followed a
close-fought but ulti-
mately unsuccessful

encounter with Maersk

The match actually fin-
ished with honours even at
1-1, but under the competi-
tion rules there must be a
winner, and the JLE team
lost on a penalty shoot-out to
give Maersk a 2-1 victory.

THE LRT Pension Fund
men’s soccer team are
interested in taking on
any other London
Transport or London
Underground sides, be
they good, bad or indif-
ferent.

If you fancy a match,
call their manager, Jennie
Evans, on Auto 23531.

Save money on

MoOTOR

\J

Insurance

That’s the deal when you dial Eagle Star Direct.

As an LT News Reader, you can now save a
worthwhile sum on your motor and home
nsurance

To add to that, you'll receive valuable extras
at no extra cost. For instance, there are Free
Emergency Helplines

And whichever policy you take out, by
choosing DirectPlan you can divide your premium
into monthly mstalments

So if you'd like to see what a great deal you
can get on your motor and home insurance, simply
call for a free quote today, or complete and return
the coupon

It could be the most profitable five nunutes

you spend this year.

Cali 0800 333 800 today

For your FREE MotorQuote or HomeQuote call this number
Moo to Fri. 8am-Spm Sat. am-2pm

NB Yo personal Mo o HomeQs Nt "
Not avaible in Northern el Eagle S

I would like a FREE MotorQuote:
My motor policy expires or

| would like a FREE HomeQuote:

My home policy expires or

‘ Number of bed
Please note, ¢ s not availal
more home i
any member ir family have
but not yet tned for any

offences

6ood idea. Wrong time: It you already have a

like a Home or MotorQuote, fill in

contact you just before your current pol

Nane

laims in the past

Occupation

Employer’s Business
Address

Postcode
Evening Tel No

L
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ALLEGATIONS that the
removal of guards from
Tube trains has endan-
gered passenger safety,
have been denied by
London Underground.
Carlton TV programme
The Big Story aired the fears
of several Tube train drivers
that the lack of guards had
contributed to a number of
accidents on the network.
Among the incidents cited
were the death of Jason
Woodley who died in June
1993 when a train pulled out
of Leicester Square station.

Trapped

He was trapped in the gap
between two carriages.

But Bob Bayman, general
manager of the Piccadilly
Line, who also appeared on
the programme, said there
was no evidence to suggest
that the removal of guards
has adversely affected train
safety in any way.

“As was obvious from the
programme, we co-operated
fully with the making of this
film,” he said.

“We stress there is noth-
ing to hide on these tragic
accidents which naturally
provoke emotive reaction.

“At the time of these — and
indeed any other accidents —
a full and exhaustive investi-
gation was conducted.

Tragic

“There are always differ-
ent opinions expressed by
those involved with any inci-
dent, including the tragic
case of Jason Woodley.”

He said that safety is LUL's
first priority, and the compa-
ny will continue to make
changes whenever it is
judged necessary.

“The incidents described
in the film are obviously of
concern,” he went on, “but
they are a minority when
one takes into account the
2.6 million journeys made
every working day.

“It must be stressed, how-
ever, that customers using
the system need to take a
degree of caution exactly the
same as they need to in
many aspects of everyday
life, such as crossing a busy
main road.”

Body found

THE body of missing stu-
dent Sean Harper was
found by a London Under-
ground contractor near the
bottom of an 80-foot ventila-
tor shaft at the disused West
Brompton Tube station in
west London.

British Transport Police
said he may have fallen
down the shaft and foul
play is not suspected.

How he got to the top of
the shaft remains a mys-
tery. The only access is
from the top of a neigh-
bouring building owned
by the Ministry of
Defence.

Crash driver
loses appeal
over sacking

A BUS driver lost his appeal
against dismissal, after a crash
between two double-deckers
in Whitehall during the New
Year holiday. Nineteen passen-
gers were trapped and 14
injured. The driver, who has
not been named, appeared
before a panel of his employ-
ers at South London Transport
(SLD).

An air ambulance flew
some of those hurt to hospi-
tal after the accident, in
which an SLT one-man
operated bus collided with
the back of a London
Central Bus Company
Routemaster.

Work restarts
on JLE tunnels

CONSTRUCTION work has restarted
on two Jubilee Line Extension (JLE)
sites at Waterloo and London Bridge
using the New Austrian Tunnelling
Method (NATM).

Both sites were shut down in October as a safe-
ty precaution after the collapse of the Heathrow

A DISCOVERY of enormous historical signifi-
cance has been made at LT's headquarters at
55 Broadway - two boxes containing some 50
solid gold and silver travel passes tucked away
at the back of a safe.

Staff in the passes and permits office were
preparing to relocate offices from the third to
ground floor when the head of the department,
Judy Smith, found the treasure trove. Closer
examination revealed that they had been issued

LT Museum curator Mike Ashworth and Sharon Williams with the passes

from around the turn of the century onwards to
key personnel in the Underground and bus
companies.

In the form of small medallions of varying
shapes and sizes, they were designed to fit on a
chain, and each had the owner’s name
engraved on it.

Among the collection was pass No 1 issued to
Lord Ashfield, chairman of the London
Passenger Transport Board when it was

formed in 1933. There is
also a much earlier pass
issued to him when, as
Albert Stanley, he arrived
from the United States to
take up the post of general
manager of the
Underground Company.

There were also a num-
ber of mint condition gold
and silver passes which
had never been issued.

“There was tremendous
excitement in the office
when Judy found the pass-
es. We saw at once that
they were tremendously
important and Judy con-
tacted the London
Transport Museum at
once,” said Sharon
Williams, one of the team
of 12 who work in the
department.

Holders

Museum curator Mike
Ashworth described the
find as fascinating. “They
provide a complete histo-
ry of the development of
the Underground system,
and so far we have been
able to find out who 75 per
cent of the pass holders
were. Right now, we're
researching the rest.”

Express rail tunnel which was also being built by
the NATM.

The Health & Safety Executive (HSE) advised
London Underground that, subject to specific con-
ditions, there was no objection to a limited restart
using NATM for the excavation of 5.35-metre run-
ning tunnels at Waterloo and London Bridge.

Brian Mellitt, London Underground’s Director
of Engineering, welcomed the move: “Our engi-
neers have carried out extensive tests and remain
totally satisfied with the integrity of design and
construction of the 1.1-kilometre work done to
date on the project,” he said

Collapse

“Since the Heathrow collapse in October, when
we suspended work at the two sites while the
HSE carried out a full investigation, we have
spent the time thoroughly examining our meth-
ods in detail

“We have checked the designs and have had
independent checks made as well and received
confirmation for the use of them.”

... and Sharon
breaks through

SHARON, the massive, five-metre diameter, 200-
tonne boring machine, completed the first section
of tunnel on the Jubilee Line Extension (JLE) just
before Christmas.

She broke through to the surface at Canning
Town four days ahead of schedule, after starting
work on the 1,039-metre tunnel at North
Greenwich in August.

Among those there to witness the breakthrough
was Steven Norris MP, Minister for Transport in
London.

‘Dips’ face a new
Tube crackdown

PICKPOCKETS operating on the
Underground are likely to face a new crack-
down over the next few months, as British
Transport Police (BTP) review their strategy
in combating the “dips™

Crime on the Tube network was 24 per cent
up on last year during the three weeks before
Christmas, almost entirely due to pickpockets.

“It’s always a bad time for this kind of crime,
but this year it was particularly rife,” said
BTP Inspector Peter Horden.

“In fact the incidence of pickpocketing dis-
torted the overall statistics, with assaults
reduced by around 60 per cent.”




