HER /MVC/5800 ' EL-‘EL' 28th September 1915

GVERTURNED BUS B.952 - HICH ROAD, EPPING

Confirming my conversaticn with yeu, T be¢ tec report that,
at 2.30 p.m. on the 27th instant, a private tweo-seater car driven by ¥r.

P
M. 5. Fry, of 40, Holyhead Read, Coventry, came into tangential
hef%

cellisibn with our Bus B.582 about 30U yards cf Rangers Read, High Reead,
Lpping. The private car overtecck our bus, gtriking the latter cn its
off-sgide front wheel cap, with which the car step board becesme locked
for a distance of several feet, rendering the steering gear incperative,
and ceueing the bus te mount the benk en the near cide and cverturn

nte the read.

"hirteen passengers were injured, mainly suffering from sheck,
one only being deteined in the Buckhurst Hill Hospital. All the
passengers are witnesses favourable te the Company, and we have a very
clear statement from a witrese whe was behind the vehicles and states
definitely that the private car chauffeur did net allew himself
gufficient roem to pass.

The demage tc the bus was, as fcllows :-

Broken windows, dameged rocf and off-side advertisement

The Private car had the off-side back tyre burst and both
wings, fectbeard and dcor on near-gide damaged.

(Contd.)




28th September 1915,

We had the pesition and marks immediately vhotegraphed, and

measurements were taken by one of the Epping Ferest Cfficials,

The bus remeived ¢n its gide. nocegpitnting the diversion eof all

i1 remsval. the bus beling railsed at

traffic, until {he Peiiee sanciicned

and reiurned fe¢ the garage by ite own pewer,

)
e

(] . '_'/‘C ‘.A'.m’

Mr. J.0 JPhemas, Yr. Ceurtney (eone of the Kngineering Asets .)

and I met Mr. Baegson and ¥r, Sradley of Scotland Yard en the site.

The latter were parfectlvsatisfied as tc the caure of the acecldent and

ag to our freedem freom responsibility.
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REFERENCE

H, E. BLAIN ESQ.

OVERTURNED OMNIBUS B.5%2 - HIGH ROAD EPPING

Yesterday at 2.3C p.m, about 300 yards east of
Rangers Road, High Road Epping, Bus.Gl,Bonnet No.B.592,
Service 10b, travelling towards Fpping Town came into
tangential collision with a private two-seater car Io.
LL.2628,driven by Maxwell Steward Fry,40,Holyhead Road,
Coventry.

The private car was proceeding in the same direc-
tion and overtook the bus, striking the latter on its offside
front wheel cap. The stepboard of the car and the front
wheel cap of the bus became locked for a2 distance of several
feet, rendering the steering gear inoperative, causing the
bus to mount the bank on the nearside and overturn into
the road.

13 passengers were injured - one detained in
Buckhurst Hill Hospital, viz. Mrs.Sarah Dixon, age 72, of
Elm Villas,Derby Road,S.Woodford. Nr.Skinner, A.D.I. was
also in the bus and sustained cut fingers and forehead and
bruised back. The Driver complained of sprained back and
the Conductor had a cut hand and sprained left arm. 4 Doctors
who were called by the Police attended the injured passengers
and were assisted by 2 Red Cross Nurses from the Highams
Military Hoepital, Woodferad.

The ground was measured on our behalf by the
Secretary to the Steward of Eppfng Forest snd the measure-
nents were as follows: (sketch together with photograph will
be submitted later) - Width of road, 18 ft; distance from
bank to wheel track of private car where the bus struck the
bank, 10ft, and reduced to 7ft where the bus fell over.
Damagef to the bus is as follows: broken windows, damaged
roof and offside Advertisement board. The bus remained on
its side until the Police sanctioned its removal and this

work commenced at € p.,m. At 7.35 p.m. the bus was raised,




\ B B. BLAIN ESQ. 28th Sept.191l5

tested and found to be in running order and was driven to
the Garage by its own power without repair.

Damage to the private car as fol.ows: offside
back tyre burst, both wings, footboard and door on nearside

damaged.

The Driver of the private car, who iB very deaf,
states that he blew his horn to pass and, 2s he was passing,
the bus swerved towards his car. All the passengers are
witnesses for the Company, also a Mr.Maurice Gray of
10,Palace Road, Bromley, who states that he was behind the
bus and the car and that the Driver of the latter did not
allow himself sufficient room to pass. :

The buses on Service 10b during the time (2.3C p.m.
to 8.4 p.m.) were diverted via Loughton to the "Robin Hood"
owing to the roadway being impassable. The normal working
was restored at 8.10 p.m,

The Bus Traffic Controller at Leicester Square
received news of the accident and the Officers concerned
were at once advised by telephone.

Resumé

Date. 27/9/18. Time. 2.30 pe8e

Place. High Road Epping, 300 yards east of Rangers Road.

S8ervice No,1lCb. Omnibus travelling in direction of Epping.

Garage. Forest Gate.

Driver's name. T. Kingston, Badge No.1l84l. Cver 10 yrs' Service

excellent record.

Condr's " J. Wakeford, " 2119.

Bus Letters, G.l. Police Plate No.l64, Bonnet No.522,
L.C,C, No., L,E.91169.

Damage to bus - broken windows, damaged roof and offside
Advertisement board.

Damage to private car - offside back tyre burst, both wings,
footboard and door on nearside damaged.

Particulars taken by Police Sergt.33J and Police Constable
8l11J.
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REFERENCE

¥. E. BLAIN ESQ.

VERTURNED OMNIBUS = )ERVIF} 75 fTEQ“B ‘TLLIHGS>

- ——— Gl - =

On Friday morning last, ket October, at 9.5.a.m.
an Omnibus belonging to Messrs. Tilling Ltd. Chassis 342,
Plate No.3810, proceeding along,dharlton Road in the direction
of Woolwieh and coming round a /end went to the offside of
the road, striking the kerb, @nd rebounding to the nearside,
mounted uhe pavement and craghed into the railings of a house,
"Springfield" on the Naryon/AVilson Estate, fell down & bank
about 10ft and overturned./

28 passengers were on the Omnibus, 3 badly injured,
6 slightly injured and one detained in Charlten Cottage
Hospital with slight concqulon, viz. Mr. Lipkin, 66 High
Street, Plumstead.

The 6 slightly injured passengers gave their names
as witnesses, also a/l}r. J. Ward, Charlton House, Charlton.

The Omnibusg was badly damaged and will be off
service for a time.

The Omnibus Traffic Controller at Leicester Sguare
recelved news of the accident and the Officers concerned were
at once advised by telephone.

Resumé

Date. 1/10/15. Time.
Place. Charlton Road.
Service No.75 (Tillings)

Driver's name. E., Campbell, Badge No. 2219 Elvnj}&quA &Jiaﬁo
Conductor's " S. Manley, " . 8995.

Particulars taken by Police Constables R.691 and 497
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o BLAINIJSQ,

ELQCT 1C BEY,.

QVERTURNE

D OMNIBUSHB.1.479.

Purther to my letter of fhe 19th ultimo,

to advise you that Conductor MilYs, Badge 10433 of

Row Garage, resumed duty on th?/Sth instant,

I beg

Middle
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rt*;j 19th Maj 1916

insrspﬁucsu.” 10//3761 |

OVERTURNED, QNIBUS B. 1979,
Further to my lettsr of the 13th instant, with regard to
B.1979 overturned, I am advised that it will be two or three weeks before

fhe Conductor is able to leave Hospital, and will notify you when he

returns to duty.




THE LONDON GENERAL OMNIBus ComMPANY, LIMITED.

+. OFFICE OF THE

9, GROSVENOR ROAD,

CENERAL SUPERINTENDENT.

REFERENCE

WESTMINSTER,

JPT/IC LoNDON,s.w. 13th May 1916

H, E, BLAIN ESQ.

QUEIBUS B, 1979 OVERTURNED/
At 3.50 pm, yesterday, as this bus/‘;s proceading from the
direction of Kensal Rise to the Garage with/a mechanical defect, it
overturned on rounding into Middle Row owipdg to the wheel skidding,

The Conductor (Mills, 10433, acting as Conductor since
June 13th 1912, previously a horsebus Dfiver) sustained a scalp
wound about 1" long and complained of Jurles'to his left leg. He
was conveyed to Hospital by another opinibus and is still detained.

The speed of the omnibus wﬁs stqted by a witness to have been
some 4 to 5 miles per hour, Driver /Alley, 11377, who entered the
service as Driver on August 12th 1913, ﬁz; not able to avoid the
skid and both wheels of the bus collidéd simultaneously with the
kerb, the bus toppling over on to lts side clear of the Public House
front. Fortunately the Public Hou es were closed at the time and
the children who swarm this neighbourhood were also at school,

The surface of the road is asphalte, rendered at the time
greasy by a shower of rain. This corner is notorious for greasiness
and causing skidding. From examination of the track of this bus, the
Driver appeared to be negotiating with a proper lock on the steering
and he stated he throttled dowh 20 yards previous to reaching the corner,

The bus was "jacked” and shored up by the Engineering Dept.
until ready to be tilted witd the aid of ropes., It was raised into
normal position at 4,50 pm. énd was pushed into Garage by hand by the
Staff.,

The apparent damaée to the bus is slight, amounting to
broken windows and destination boards but, of course, it may be found
on closer examination that other damage is done.




SIR ALBERT H. ETANLEY

13th ¥ay 1916

CVERTURNING OF BUS

Confiming telephonic message sent you yesterday afterncen,
I beg to repert that, at 4 p.m,, as Pus B-1979 cn Service lc.32 was
preceeding tec the Carage for repairs it skidded at the corner of
Kensal Read and "iddle Rew and turned cempletely cover, damaging the
near-gide of the bus and breaking the cff-gide windows. There

were no passengers on, but the Cenducter had te be taken te

§t.Nary's Hespital, suffering from severe weund tc head and injury te

left side.

1t is reperted that the bus was preceeding eonly at the rate
of abecut 4 p.p.h., but the skid,which was due tc¢ the rain, led te the
twe side wheelg ¢f the bus striking the pavement simultanecusly, with

the result menticned.

OPT"RATING MANAGER .
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OUR REFERENCE: YOUR REFERENCE:
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No. T

MEMORANDUM.

OFFICE OF THE
OPERATING MANAGER.

OUR REFERENCE: YOUR REFERENCE:

bAda/C/L0 i % ~ Merch 18th. 1918.

OVERTURNED OMNIBUS - CHERRY TREE HILL, E, FINCHLEY,

JANUARY 2nd, 1918.

attached blue print does
explanation given mvl

)} an and ghting oncoming tran.
ing to near 3“”0 Rear off-side skid. Front
els locked in lines.

beion L. No skid is possible owing to tractive
er than momentum,

T . J ¢ TRay v "~ ~1A 19 v 1 £ -
Position 2. 'Bus is shewn running along tram

wh. -y

The rear wheels following in track of front wheels,

Position 3. A re %wheel skid is shewn.
wheels in position 2 and 3 afe, ,in the same straight line,
wnilst the 'bus proceeds from position 2 to 3 the rear whnela must
pass along the trac* of the front wheels. The offside rear skid

shewn in position 3 is impossible.

Assuming the tractive @ffort to be nil, then the
rca due to momentum would be sufficient to drive the front wheels
head. If any obstruction prevented this then tne forces would
end to 1lift the rear part of the 'bus, for example, should a cyclist
traV°31140 down hill suddenly JJD]j ﬂxcp""1V° ovﬂ'n power to the
front wheel he is pitched over the handle bar, the back wheel does
not swing out.

By accepting the suggestion that the front wheel was
against the tram linas, the suggestion that the rear offside
idding took place during that period cannot be supporied.




If skidding 4id4 take place then the front wheels were ¢-
gufficient distance from the lines to enable the stesering wheel
to be operated and in this event a 3" ridge should be no obstacle
as this depth would be gradually diminished as the angle batween

the wheels and the lines approached a right angle.

It would appear to me that there has not been sufficient
consideration given to road friction as I am of the opinion that
it is here where the explanation will be found.

For Wood Paving, Road Resistance is 40-45 1bs. per ton.
. Macadam " " " 90 " " "

The Tram Track was Wood Paving and the road adjoining
liacadam. When the roads are greasy the road resistance of Wood
Paving may be negligible whilst that for lMacadam may be considereqd
to be practically constant.

Tram Track.

Assuming that the Driver was unable to turn his
stearing wheel whilst the front offside wheel was running against
the tram line, it may be expected that immediately the front wheel
had passed the obstruction the Driver turned the steering wheel
far more than he would do under normal conditions. It is at this
moment that skidding wouldl commence though it would be very slight.
The tront wheels being on the same surface would skid also, but as
these wheels were turned they offered a greater surface resistance
than the hind wheels. This resistance would necessitate less efforf{
on the part of the Driver to turn the steering wheel per degrae
and doubtless the Driver 4id turn the steering wheel tokaxcessive
angle.

Tram Track & Macadam Road.

When the front wheels were on the macadam road and
the rear wheels on the tram track, the resistance of the macadam
road would check any further skidding of the front wheels and the
wheels would then act as a fulcrum about which the momentum of the
'bus would act.

Position 3 shews the near side front wheel to have
struck the pavement and mounted a 4" kerb. This impact would
necessarily affect the entire near side of the 'bus and 1ift the
hind near wheel from the ground. The front wheels acted as a
fulerum from which the rear part of the 'bus £ the whole
force of the momentum rapidly swung round to a position at right
angles to the tram lines, During this action the impact of the

front wheels against the kerb and tree would 1ift the near side
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wheelq off the ground. The rear offside wheel then carried

entire waight of the 'bus and every slight obstruction this
received would increase the forces which tended towards
urning the *bhus.

Centre of Gravity.

Considerable force is necessary to displace
the centre of gravity (tanding, 6f a)'bus where the width of
wheel track is 5'6" and in cur 'buses the centre of gravity unde
these conditions is very low. By tiiulnﬁ the 'bus the centre of
gravity rises and the width of t wheel track is reduced,

congiderably less force is n.pessnry to tilt the ‘bus
is gradually reduced until the 'bus is balanced
! equ

t (or edgeof wheel) whaen practically no energy is r
overturn the or to restore it to its normal

N

to bear this fact
would undoub Qy be due

A succession of impacts (K
Impacts lifting the near
Momentum,
Offside rear wheel of

to the weight the 'bus I‘QS‘LT»_»’": anti

be ac

70121 ccumulative
considered be infinj -ra])
' retarding forces of 4 would pqru;ﬁllj act as a
falerum” for tk LUcht and momentum forces which were expended in

overturning







THE LONDON GENERAL OmMNIBUs ComMPANY, LIMITED.

OFFICE OF THE 9,GROSVENOR ROAD,
GCENERAL SUPERINTENDENT.

WESTMINSTER,

REFERENCE 541/’1‘/ LonDON » S.W. 8th March 1918

H, B, BLAIN ESQ.

[} o

| OVERTURNED OMNIBUS ) CHERRY TREE HILL,E,FINCHLEY,
2nd_JANUARY 1918. 4.50 p.m,

I beg to refer to my report on this accident dated 4th
January last, and now enclose blue print showing half a dozen
estimated evolutions through which the omnibus went before pitch-
ing over.

There is one figure in this - the distance from the horse
van to the notorious tree, which no witness has been able to give
us guidance on., There is, however, circumstantial evidence of &
distance of about 50ft. as shown on the blue print.

I find that the angle of the tilt between the road and
the floor of the omnibus assumes 30 degrees before the centre of
gravity is lost. At this angle, the wheeis would have to 1lift from
the ground 32", and, in the absence of a blow from snother vehicle,
such as has been the main cause of our overturned buses, the momentum
of the omnibus must be pretty considerable before the wheels would
raise to a height of 32" from the ground,

The conclusion formed is that, in this Cherry Tree accident,
heving regard to the condition of the roads and the fact of a slow
moving vehicle being ahead, and on a decline, the speed of the bus was
too high, and, having once caught in the tram lines, as shown in the
blue print, the vehicle became almost out of tontirel, the gradient of
the greasy road contributing to this.
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No. T16(L. 7-%7;.

OFFICE OF THE
OPERATING MANAGER.

OUR REFERENCE: YOUR REFERENCE:

1940/

OVERTURNED BUS AT CHERRY TREE HILL, FINCHREY
ON THE 2ND JANUARY 1918.

In company with Mr Nye I visited the site of the
above accident last Saturday. ZFrom the ‘explanation
given by Mr J.P.Thomas on Friday last regarding the
cause of the accident I would suggegt the following theory:-

(1) The bus was being driven "downhill®"

The Forces in operatibn were
Motive Power(Toxfue) - plug - Momentum.
These were uni-directional thus 2 memEnTem

Steering Bus sideways.

» fo &1 b o > Z
AM/ .;‘//(m/«/ 4/0' [“(/[/ 0

\/4/(4(;} ‘l’(c‘_‘jl
The Forces are now separated and LoRQYE ] v FANT. FoRes
act in different,divections thus ——7

MOMENTUM

Position of whegls jand Forces orerating
after altering/diredtion of bus.

Whilst the four wheels wers on the tram

track, (1) Theré could have been but

a very slight tyrning of the bus. (2)

the road surface under all wheels would

be similar (3) The surface friction may

be assumed to be equal. MOME AT UM
The angle hetween the two forces USSR T ‘

llotive Power & Momentum would not be

great enough to disturb the equilibrium

of the bus,

When front wheels were on Macadam
surface and back wheels were on tram
track (wood paving)

(1) There was a greater turning of

the bus. The angle bwtween the forces
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: z X
HCADAM. Toa?

was greater thus

=1

(2) The friction on the lacadam
Road was considerably greater than
onrtram track with the result o T

(a) Madadam Road friction should R e
not conduce to skidding :

(b) Surface of tram track conduces
to skidding.

The Momentum of a bus acts in a
straight line and in this instance the
angle hetween the Motive Forece and }h— éfi&%“"b'// s )
Momentur must have been so wide that (Wheeds on []een
the Momentum was sufficiently great
to cause the front wheels to act as
a fulcrum (due to Macadam friction) ’ 1 HomenSwm
whilst the back wheels skidded. 5512 A
/k‘[a, i TG /;/z,th«A’,,
The turning (steering) of the
bus was continually displacing the
Momentum forces in the bus and dev-
eloring a centrifugal action, which
resulted in the bus turning over
following the impact which resulted
when the front wheels struck the
ravement,and at the same time mem-
entarily released the friction between
the back wheels and tram tracke.

By releasing the friction on the
back wheels the Momentum had full play,
which coupled with the centrifugal
force caused the bus to overbalance,

The cause of the accident seems to he due to excessive speed
when proceeding "downhill" and also to making too sharp a turn,

The fact that the Driver left the tram track, where steering
would be easier than on the lMacadam surface,greater difficulty in
steering would be experienced on the Macadam surface due to the
Momentum of the bus driving the front wheels (Bctédg as a fulcrum)
more than the Driver expected. The Momentum being greater than
the Motive Force would lead the Driver to assume that his back

wheels were locked.
e
ﬁ-——""‘.—q




540/A/879 | January 5th 1918,

W.B, Hammond E8q.,
Traffic Manager,
The Metropeliten Elec. Tramways, Lid.,
Menor Heuse Offices,
Seven £isters Read,
Finsbury Park, N.4.

Dear Sir, OVERTURNED ‘BUS AT EAST FINCHLEY,ON THE 2ad INST,

In reply to your letter of the 4th imst., I greatly regret the
delay whioh was cccasioned to ycur tramway traffic en the Gt. Nerth Read on
the 2nd inst., and agres that this was ummmessarily leng.

I hope you will feel that we were desirous that the obstiruction
should be remcved at the very earliest possible moment, but we were in-
formed by the Folice that the Scotland Yard authorities desired to see the
'bus a8 it wasson the readway, and the delay of some hours occurred sclely
for this reason. They, ultimately, did not come at all,and when:iwe were
informed that they were mot coming, the ‘bus was removed from the tramway

track within ten minutes, g A
)\

Again expresing cur regret,]although. as you will see from the
above, we wcre not responsible for ity

I am,
Yours faithfully,

OPERATING MANAGER,
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No. 582 @Y R. 5-17).

THe LonpoN GeNeraL OwmniBus Company, LiMITED.

MEMORANDUM.

_H.E,BLAIN, ESQ.

OFFICE OF THE
MANAGER FOR MAINTENANCE.

OUR REFERENCE: [ YOUR REFERENCE?:

[FDATEL & 7th JanuarJ SRLONEE - s

OVERTURNED 'BUS AT EAST FINCHLEY, ON
THE  2nd INST.

LTI T D T D SR T i DI S R D

I beg to return herewith the ktter from Mr. Hammond,
together with the copy of your rveply, and thank you for
sending them to me.

The matter has been placed before the Commissioner.

)
MANAGER R MA I N '1’13 N AN

I,'




Sth January, 1918,

OVERTURNED 'BUS - CHERRY TREE HILL = EAST FINCHLEY

.oa-n.n-".-.a-—n-uO.‘vwnu-f-aﬂth&-ooo~~o~-h»oa..u&.-u&m-

For your informatiem, I give you the following particulars with regard
te sbove e

At 4,50 p.m. on the 2nd instant, as 'Bus 1178 - Service 43 =~ ex
Helloway Garage, was procesding towsrds Huswell Hill it overturnod oppesiie
"Hilledide Cottage”, which is about 140 yards south of Bishen's Avenue - the
gradient of Cherry Tree Hill is about ) in 25,

The Driver reports that he had pulied cut from the nesrside 1o
clear a sistionary van, after paseing which his wheels becaus fixed in the
tram lines, and that, on endeavouring to steer ugain o ihe unesarside the rear
of the 'Hus skidded. He 3risd tc recover sieering power, Lui, owing to the
momentum of the 'Bus on the incline, couid not do so before the nearside front
wheel meuntad the nearside pavensnt, and ecliided with & wres, cs.eing the 'Bus
tc ovarturn,

“ha flanges of the tramway rails stand proud of the rond by sbout $
and prebably the accident was due sither to this fact, or to undus speed ¢? the
'Bue, ar %o both, the exceading greasiness of the roadway being s contributor

£ R y ¥
causs.,

The Driver stated his speed was about 3 w.p.h., se he had slewad down
in pasaing the van, sud we heve no other ralisbls evidenca,

The Nmiver ~ G ¥ %uge = is 57 years of age, and has been in the service
for 16 ysars, bearing s good recerd, and not having been iavolved isn o serisus
a ceident before,

tbevt 11 persons were injured, but, happily, none of them appear
erious. The follewing are the wors recent cccusione upeén which 'Pusec have over=
turned ;-
27th fept. 1815 High Roed, Epping.
let Qet. 1915 ‘ Charlten Rd. - Tillings.
22nd Dee, 1915 Brixton.
12¢h May 1916 Cutside Middle How Carage.
26th Dee. 1916 Finchley Road.
Gth Aug. 1919 Kingston Road,

OPERATING MANAGER,
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Be B Blain, Elq«
Lenden General Omnibus Ceo,Ltd.
9, Gresvener Read,
WRESTMINSTER, 8.W,

Dear Sir, 2 ,p/”(ﬂ/
Owing te the omnibus everturning at Bast Finchley restmsdax
our service on Great North Read was greatly diserganised frem 4.50
te S9p.m.

8ingle line werking having to be carried on all this time
between Fertis Green Read and Muswell Hill Read and we see no reasen
why the shstruetion was net sleared much earlier. Oecurring as
this did during the evening rush hours eur passengers were greatly

incenvenienced.

Yours faithfully,

)
Iraffic Manager,
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THE LoNDON GENERAL OMNIBUus ComMPANY, LIMITED.

OFFICE OF THE 9, GROSVENOR ROAD, G4
GCENERAL SUPERINTENDENT.

WESTMINSTER,

reFerence 541 /T, LoNnDoON, s.w.
4th January, 1918.

TT B ORTALN B
° wd 9 ot dd LA A AN el TR

OVERTURNED OMNIBUS - CHERRY TREE HILL, E,FINCHLEY.

L
2nd January, 19218 at ¢« P.m.

I teg to report that omnibus J.4 - B.1l1l79 - Service 438,
ex Holloway Garage, proceeding towarde Muswell Hill, overturned
opposite "Hillside Cottage". The position is about 140 yards
south of Bishop's Avenue - the gradient of Cherry Tree Hill
about 1 in 26,

Driver Ruse (5656) states that he had pulled out from the
nearside to clear a stationary van and that after passing the
van his wheels became fixed in the tram lines and on steering
to the nearside the rear of the 'bus skidded. He endeavoured
to recover the steering, but ocwing to the momentum of the 'bus
could not do so before the nearside front wheel mounted the
nearside pavement colliding with a tree causing the 'tus to
overturn.

The flanges of the tramway rails stand proud of the road
by about half an inch, this together with the speed of the
omnibueg, are the primary causes of the accident.

Driver states his speed was about 3 m.p.h., having slowed
down for the wvan. So far we have no corroborations as to speed,
but it seems unliekly that the 'bus could have gone through the
evolutions it did at so slow a speed as 3 m.p.h.

A careful examination has been made of the ground, but the
condition of the road surface is not such as would form obstruct-
ion to the skidding of the rear wheels. The loss of equilibrium
of the 'bus is assigned -

(a) to the nearside front wheel mounting the kerb.

(b) As the omnibus swung round,the offside front wheel
hit the kerb a severe blow abruptly arresting the
swerve, causing the 'bus to tilt over,

Sketches are being made of the accident which will show
what happened more clearly than in writing. These will tak

+§

(ctd.)




H.E.Rlain Es8q..,

OVERTURNED CMNIBUS (ctd.)

two or three deys to prepare,

The Driver - G.F.Ruse, Radge No.D5EE6 - Age 57, has been in
service since January 1902, He bears a good record and has noit
been involved in a serious accident before, and for the moment
it ie @ifficult to form a definite conclusicn as 1o exactly
what he did, or what happened to the omnibus, ocn his finding
the tramway reils resisting the normal progress of the vehicle,
Further information will, rno doubt, be forthcoming from the
various witnesses.

The following are particulars of the injuries =

Miss L,Hopkins - 3, Willow Cottages, St.James Lane,Muswell Hill.
chest and right arm injured.
Ada Spear - 17, Cranmore Road, Muswell.
Nose cut.
Mr.E.Jeffreys - 1, Clarendon Park Cottage, New Southgate.
Right shoulder injured,.
Vrs., Lane - 30, Lynmouth Road, Fortis Green.
TLeft shoulder and head injured.
Wrs.M.Drodschivin - 24, Church Crescent, Muswell Hill.
Head and neck injured.

Tiss Agshford - Cealhein, Woodside Lane.
4% cut on back of head,

Miss Drewitt (age 14) 42, Corrisno Av.,Camden Road.
Rignt leg injured and shock.

Mr.Jewell - 59, Pembroke Road, New Southgate.
Legs and shoulder injured.

Mrs.Cooper - 79, The Avenue, Muswell Hill,
Severe shock and cut head - Taken home on V.,A.D. ambulance.

X
The above persons received medical aid from Dr.Orr, Clydedss,
HEigh Road, Finchley.

The following are occasgions on which omnibtuses have ovVer-
turned during the last 24 years:.-

} 27th September, 19018 High Road, Epping.

| 1st October, 1915 - Charlton Rd.,(Tillings)

| 22nd December, 1916 BRrixten.

| 12th May, 1916 Cutside Middle Row Garage.
i 26th December, 1916 Finchley Road.,

| 6th August, 1917 - Kingston Road.

y, LAk e et JY“ d**ug»wt “qlz.bﬁaJa@kcba;
JLL}Lm4@XLJx jQ»%;1qg s%ﬂhubd At




No. 374. (H.G. 13876) 20—1-18.

“,THE LonpoN GEeENErRAL Owmnisus CompaNy,. -LimITED.

-
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THE LoNDON GENERAL OmMNIBUus COMPANY, LIMITED.

OFFIGE = oE Wiis 9, GROSVENOR ROAD,
CENERAL SUPERINTENDENT.

WESTMINSTER,

REFERENCE L LON DON, S.w.1.
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OFFICE " OFTHE

CENERAL SUPERINTENDENT.

REFERENCE
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OMNIEUS OVERTURNED, GOLDERS GREENROAD,

__WEDNESDAY, 24th APRIL,
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All communications to be addressed to the Company

ROAD TRANSPORT CONTRACTOR

DEPOT S IINTCLITY ., WE Sili ®E N'D HEAD OFFICE
& THROUGHOUT SUBURBS;

AU R 72
ALSO AT BRIGHTON. // / /_, //
OB Ve S FeCSlEH et o Lot IE

IRE IS ES R OINIER

NEW CROSS 2048 (5 LINES.) ;
PRIVATE BRANCH EXCHANGE CONNECTING ALL DEPARTMENTS. 3 , 2, )//—///7/// 2nd A Ja,nua,ry
- s L, - - -
TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS: S T5
. L. 75,
TILLING, PECK,LONDON.

YOUR REFERENCE

IN REPLY QUOTE AR 0 B

J .P.Thomas, Esqg.,
Asst . Operating Manager,
London General Omnibus Co. Ltd.,
Electric Railway House,
Broadway, WESTMINSTER
Dear Mr, Thomas,

In reply to your letter of the lst. inst.,
with reference to the overturned Omnibus at Camomile Bottom,
I find that the case was heard at Greenwich and both Drivers
were prosecuted by the Police for negligent driving, and were
convicted, the Magigstrate stating they were equally to blame,
also they were two obstinate men and neither would give away.
The Fine amounted to £5 each, i.e. £3%5 and £2 Costs.

We discharged our Driver but we have
subsequently taken him on as a Carpenter, this being his
pre-Omnibus occupation.

Trusting this will be gsuffickent for

your purpose.
Yourys faithfully,

THOMAS TILLING LTD

A g» —¢ TRAFFIC MANAGER






4 THE LONDON GENERAL OMNIBUS COMPANY, LTD.

MEMORANDUM.
B..Blain, Es8q..
OFFICE OF THE YR
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT. B Y TS Rl Heousge.,. .

S : L SO e SEAE el L
OUR REFERENCE: [ YOUR REFERENCE:

541/T/1859b | 540/2035 | _9th October, 1919.

OVERTURNED BUS (TILLINGS) - 27TH AUGUST.

B e R S

With reference to yours of the 7th instant,
Messrs. Tilling tell me that they understand the Summons
igs still under consideration, but have no definite

information. I will let you hear further on this.

b
[ /g/@&/"“%-/‘:—“‘l

—

—




) m \\ ’I o ?l‘(',\
..‘.Y.LY{O,/' (& TSR

GPOSVENOR ROAD,

540/203% 541/7 7th October, 1919,

OVERTURNED 'BUS (Tillings) - 27th AUGUST

Referring te your memo, of the 9th ultime, T shall be glad of

vour further report on this mattier,

OPRRATING MANAGER,




No. 374. (10m, 6-19).

_r'lJTH E

LONDON GENERAL OMNIBUS COMPANY,

LTDC

. MEMORANDUM.

OFFICE OF THE
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT.

OUR REFERENCE: YOUR REFERENCE:

1 /m
;.L’ -

TO

(~

B By BLATN, ~ESQ..,. i

Electric Rly.

9th September,

For your

egard to

with re

on Route 75, R27th ultimo,

\,\ Ll-&.r\ Ny .%,L:,
Vekoels,

A W

information,

the overturning of

*w “1“‘”‘”3 fol foe pooy.

ymm no i

I beg to enclose details

Messrs, Tilling's

b 9 bodk

;‘f‘

omnibus,




No. 715 13&«*)

MEMORANDUM.

f

OFFICE OF THE
OPERATING MANAGER.

e

OUR REFERENCE ;

7 R |
040/2035 ‘
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—

-
!

YOUR REFERENCE: |
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OVERTURNED 'BUS (Tillings) = 27th AUGUST
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H. E. Blain, Keq.,

Blectric Hly. House,

541,/7/18590b 640/2035 @th October, 1919.

-

OVERTURNED BUS (TILLINGE) - 27T AUGUSY.

With reference to yours of the 7th instant,
Wessrs. Tilling tell me that they understand the Summons
is still under consideration, but have no definite

information,. I %ill let you hear further on this.

———
~—
s ———
S IS—

o
~§§N“/// GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT.




Mr, Lansdown,
Mr. Newman,

H. .. EZJLAl';:', ':&3&{.,

Bleotrie Rly., House,

9%h September, 1919,

For your information, I beg tv enclose details
with regard $o the overturning of HMessrs, Tilling's omnibus,

on Route 75, 27¢th ultime,
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540/ 9227 | 29th Jamary, 1220,

OV ERTURNED OMNI BUS

FOOTPAMI, REIGATS RUAD, BURGH

For your informatio n I bég to aonend ¢opy of report

our Road Surve; n- this gonnection 1=
: ide of the roadway from U0 yards north of
Tangier Cottages to 35 yards south of same, a new kerb has
and, at the present time, is in a safe condition, 1In the roa
adjoining the kerb, loose granite stones have been put dowr
rolled, and this portion is in a soft condition. The length
kerbing recently laid is about 65 yards. He suggests that,
this newly laid kerbing has had time to set, this portion of
roadway should bée wa 1 rolled”.
This thoroughfare was used by Service 178 unftil
nltimo, when the service was withdrawn.
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“THE LONDON GENERAL OMNIBUS COMPANY, LIMITED.

TO
MEMORANDUM.
~

OFFICE OF THE
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT.

OUR REFERENCE: YOUR REFERENCE:







#1st OQctober, 1919
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i5th September 1919

sequent on the overturned omnibus &t Burgh Heath,

i think he arranged, for an examination of

gonditione 6f resas

similar 4o Burgh Heath, mnd I shall be giad if you
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OMNIBUS COMPANY,
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MEMORANDUM.

OFFICE OF THE
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT.

OUR REFERENCE:

YOUR REFERENCE:







No. 335.

® . The LonpoN GeNeraL Owmnisus CowmpaNy, LimITED.

e

| MEMORANDUM.

OFFICE OF THE
CLAIMS AGENT.
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THE RT.HON, LORD ASHFE 1w

17¢h April, 1420

PAPAL ACCIDENT o SHOOTER'S HILL

5¢h LNSTAND

1 beir to repuxrt that the inguest in gounection with the above
was resumed yesterday, when numerous witnesses pave gvidence, including
passeugers on the omnibus in question, and the woman who was in charpe
of the pushecart gontaining a ehild and who was progesding on the off-
side of the road im the opposite dirsction o the bus. This latte
witness gove evidenge which was of considarable value so far as the
Driver was goncerned, as she was in a good positlon o see what osourred,
and stated that, had the Driver not turned sharply asway o avold har,
she @nd her children would have been injured. Her evidence umd cubiedly
favoarably influenced the Jury who had, up to that point, dlsolayed a
certain amountof hostility towards the Driver, and they iasilcated that
the Diiver's déviation fram one side of the road to the other was Justified
by the oircumstances whigh had been put before thein,

They slso intimated that the only question upon which they ro-
quirsd satisfying was the question of the speed of the bus prior to the
accident., Several witnesses were called but no evidaage of excossivs
speed was adduced and, ia the absence of any cvidenge to that effect, it
gould only be assumed that the omnibu: was being driven at a roasomable
speed, and this was the conclusion to which the Jury ceme. They were
desirous of having a statement from the Driver, who was called and gave
his evidenece satisfactorily.

The Coroner, in summiag up, pointed out the danger likely to bhe
ni

; &
caused fran 4088 not being unmdor proper cont rol within the roadway, having

rezard to the present day trafflc conditions.

After & lengthy reotirement, the Jury returned & verdioct of
“iseidental Desth’ and exonerated the Driver from all blame, but int lmat ed
their desire to add a Rider, as follows i~

"Phe Jury wish to ¢all attation to personal dangers om the 21a
and 756 routes owing to the umvillingnoss on the part of smme of the
Drivers to stop to put down pagsengers. 76 also consider the spoed
of 8 aue of these buses passing through Blacikneath Village and the
approaghes thereto a danger to the purblic, "

The Coroner daeelined to reocord this Rider, but stated he wold
forward it to the proper authorities.

SO AM T 4 WA R
QP ERATING HANAGER




No. 846, (10 Rms,—10-17). 9485.

- i

MEMORANDUM. ' TO
H.E.BIAIN _.E.S,%_e 2. CeB.E.

L OFFICE OF THE
CLAIMS AGENT.

OUR REFERENCE: [ YOUR REFERENCE:

e 4.5..@/. v/2118

In accordance with your instructions, I wrote to lir,
c.F, Hoare thanking him for the asgistance which he rendered in
connection with the overturning of an omnibus &t Shooters Hill

and enclosing cheque value £2, 2, O as & slight scknowledgment.

I enclose copy of my letter t9/Mr. Hoare together with his reply.

.// - &

CIAIL AGENT ,




No. 846, (10 Rms,—10-17). 9485.

A

~+EMORANDUM.

OFFICE OF THE L T SRS ds S
CLAIMS AGENT. . 4 S e N M AL SR S ad b

OUR REFERENCE: | YOUR REFERENCE.

D45/K/V211¢E Al

Re Shooters Hill Accident.

D D S R AL G G e e UG EE S C W e W W EO e W

I beg to report that the inquest upon the bodies of
three persons was opened yesterday at Greenwich, and th@
CO“O”?T‘D? v?*UJ'miE* a’tn- t"king avidence of zéarvzf

i, madi ence and hearing some w
the further heaving Uxﬂ;-g-
Jn*”rud passengers w

D
<i

m‘#"’"(D -2

Q- Q-
® < o
Q—- o

S

o3
(48

< Qe
o o

o
h
o

L U e

- 6

0
5}

/) e

anything very
questions and remarks
: to which, it is evi
ion of thoca rep ng vrelatives of the dec~&
establich, i not anticipate anything
re arising m the Inquest,
] natter in due course.

53]
e}
?";‘
4




o

)

118

/LR
2,
ot

N
=
/:w/

\

Ref. 545/}




of/ 4 third doeat! ;hig accident -
TAtson, |

h?:ﬁﬁfi

The latest reports
gondition.




E.{ : u&-ll\) u h\) ) l‘ /‘LL.L

e

OmniYus B.1659, L.D.14, Route 2la, | *l!"‘”’ Green and
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Jhooters Hill wartwmed 8t T80 1ast evening in Shootars Uill
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2 of ‘'whow 'wao icillad i the revaining
in hoa ic ;L 36 wered not deotalnel and
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The omibus was proecssdling to Palmers Jreen and was driven
Jriver Credi, Badge #0.6116, who 18 we 1] yua i nge i the road.
Hill foad &t the peint i ’
1l in 35, The Jrivaer
ne Acclaunt,but oye-whtness . i1
endeavouring to avoid & dogs '.'L J' b Ing ] e road on 'i;-: nearside,
one of which was kllled by the by ad 8 avold a
woman with a porambulator in the *'xd
from leaving the nearside o returning
swerves is S8ft. The road » ) :t tdﬂ c;ng\ sut
gkidded 2nd, on tl‘; 3. .rear wi 10 1. »with t‘l" xerh, it

3

ovey iato the rg r Just opposite the »‘..’J_‘L iec Hdouse known as €
Fox uwmier ghe i nis 18 adowd half a mils fran the termimis
the Jervice, The d is of nagadam with asphalted surifage.

Driver returned from 7ar Sorvie
and  Jolin: he Commany's semvice in 1312,

-

followinr is & list of overturned

36pts,2216 - High Hoad; Wiy
WBta, 1915 = Charlton: 1oad
188 e,, 1915 -~ Brixton doad.
way, o 1316 -~ Konpal Ro0ad. Sary]
acd, 1916 - Finchley ~oad.
sugust, 1917 « Lingston Road, Hervige
Jan., 1218 = roodside ive, e finchley. Jervicedd.
ple,; 1316 - Brent Bridge. Uervice 83.
«8th &pls, 1213 - 'hitacfx..).i.\.x High 96« vorvice 25H.
ord Auge, 1919 Burgh Heathe Usrvice l'i'u
Z4th Auge, 1313 111 paden Lang, Jerv '
DA ADLe, 192 ~ Shooters kKill ((o e 8




No. 13, (5m., o/’l

l’ LONDON GENERAL OMNlBUS COMPANY, LIMITED.

| MEMORANDUM.

OFFICE OF THE ,;Al.,,.....,';g‘,f;;;%, .............................................

OPERATING MANAGER
AND CHIEF ENGINEER.

iTO
r
|

BUR REFERENCE : YOUR REFERENCE :

Yesterday, about noon, a "B" Type Omnibus - B,1917
proceeding from Wimbledon towards Putney, along
Wimbledon, Service 70, was overtake
front wheel struck the off-side
'bus; this evidently threw the stee
near-side and before the driver could
mounted the cinder path, he two near-side
slithered down about 18" into soft ground on the nearside

cinder path and the Omnibus overturned.
injured including the Conductor,
the latter received injury to the thigh,

It was 3 o'clock before anyone arrived from the Public
Carriage Department to enable our men to proceed to raise
the ‘'bus: by 1 hicle had been 1l sed and had
retumed to the Garage. NO d¢ any

in the steering or other mechanism of the 'bus,

”J/QA?
0PERATING WANAGER' &
CHAEF ENGINEER.

L
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L MEMORANDUM. ' . E. BLAIN ESQ. O.B.:

OFFICE OF THE T m

FatYe
LAt LI . ...

a. DL
CLAIMS AGENT.

~ OUR REFERENCE: |  YOUR REFERENCE:

-41%h. Qetober,..1923,
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No. 13. (6m, 1/22)

—o

MEMORANDUM.

OFFICE OF THE
OPERATING MANAGER
AND CHIEF ENGINEER.

OUR REFERENCE YOUR REFERENCE :

LGO/310/GTJ.

AR CECET WD Nty

W s e wd ) 0D wm e

I regret to report that yesterday afternoon, on the
Brighton Road, a "K" Type omnibus overturned. This is the
first accident of this kind with a "K" Type vehicle,

The driver states that he had to swerve to avoid a
car which, without warning, turned out of a by-road leading
to Walton Heath, This started a skid, and the 'bus at
right angle turned at a fair speed which caused it to
over turn. There were two pPassengers on the top, who
apparently were not injured /as they were able to walk away.

It is a curious fact that not a single pane of glass
in the 'bus has been Pproken, either through the overturning
or in the operation ¢f righting the vehicle, and it could
have been put on serpvice again immediately, I am having
it photographed, as/the only damage to the vehicle is the
holes which had to /be/ knocked through the top Advertisement
Boards to allow the fropes to be passed through for hauling
it back on to its wheels,

I understand from Mr,Lansdown that the tarmac road
in this district was so greasy that it was difficult even
for one to walk on it, and within a mile of the accident
to the 'bus there were six vehicles in trouble through
skids, and one large Daimler was over turned in the ditch.

OPERATI%Zjii;AGEéyg/ /4222i;2;{;£/,
TINE :

JCHIEF BNAINEER., _—
/
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THE LONDON GENERAL OMNIBUS _COMPANY, LIMITED,

R TR T R R e e Gt Y-

9, Grosvenor Read,
WESTMINSTER, S.Wele

JS./VJe 30th April, 1923,

Ge Jo Shave, Esq.,

OVERTURNED OMNIBUS = HARLEYFORD ROAD,
KENNINGTON = SATURDAY,
28th April, 1923
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Driver Burkett, 10930 - Putney Bridge Garage
Condre Jomnes, 781%:s. = f i "

e eeeEeeoDameaRDe

I have to report that Omnibus B.1570, preceeding
from Hoskins Street, Greenwich, to Wembly Park with a private
party turned over outside Kennington Reoad Schecels, Harleyford
Road, at 1.30 pems on Saturday last, The Public Carriage
Officer arrived and gave permission for the Omnibus to be
meved at 3 otclock, The Bus was got up at 3.27 peme

The Driver states that he was preceeding
between 10 and 12 mepeh. following close behind a trame KHe
was aware that the tram weuld pull up a few yards further up,
but the Tram driver pulled up suddenly when he was between
two and three yards behind, which forced him to swerve to the
offesides At thie moment he could see that the recad was
cleat the nearest vehicle being a tram approximately 100 yards
away coming in the opposite direction, Owing te the sudden
turn, the Omnibus gave a lurch, He endeavour to right the
bus, the back portion of which struck the Pillar Box on the
off=-side, and the Omnibus fell over,.

Passengers injured :-

21 « Two seriously
(including Condr,)

List to follow.

Damggg to Omnibus =

Off=-side of Bonnet completely smashed,
Ne damage to Chassgis,

Omnibus was later examined by Twe Public Carriage
Officers, who found same mechanically satisfactorye

Conductor stated that just prior to the Accident
he had been on top giving cut the Tickets, He had his full
complemert outside and, whilst he regarded them as a merry
party, there was nothing in their behaviour that could be
complained of, He was unable to throw any light on the
accident,

and bears a fair record.

Driver Burkett (Aged) 38) jeined ;?e Company in August, 1919,

/{(@xwagtciAA-a.

TRAFFIC SUPERINTENDEYT,







