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In step: The LT contingent march off to a military band at the opening cer

VE-Day veterans on parade

THE advancing years slipped
away for LT's contingent of
Second World War veterans,
when they went on parade
before the Queen during the
VE-Day opening ceremony in
Hyde Park.

Led by Bill Love, 69, a former
London bus driving instructor,
the 55-strong contingent —
which included several current
LT staff - marched off behind a
British Legion standard bearer
to the sound of a military band.

Many LT veterans were also
given access to the forecourt of
Buckingham Palace for the cli-
max of the three-day commemo-
rations in front of the Royal
Family on bank holiday Monday.

LT was the only civilian organ-
isation represented at the VE-
Day opening ceremony, continu-
ing a tradition repeated every
year during the Remembrance
Day commemoration

Troops

This was originated by King
George V in 1922, in recogni-
tion of the men who drove
troops to the front line in
France in London buses during
World War L.

« London Underground esti-
mates that it carried around half
a million more passengers over
the three-day VE-Day festivities
than during a normal bank holi-

was congratulated for its efforts
by the VE-Day organisation
committee. To cope with the
crowds, LU increased the fre-
quency of its weekend service,
with a train leaving a central
London station every three to
five minutes

LT issued 30,000 limited edi-
tion VE-Day Travelcards free to
Second World War veterans,
and sold special tickets to cus-
tomers entitling them to three
days’ travel for the price of two

The two-minutes silence on
May 8 was obeyed by the buses
and Tube network. Many bus
drivers pulled their vehicles to
the side of the road fortwo min-
utes when it was safe to do so

day weekend. The company

ALL-OVER
ADS ON
THE TUBE

THE first London Under-
ground train to be covered in
an all-over advertisement will
start running on the Piccadilly

Line next month.

In a deal said to be worth around £250,000
to LUL after costs, an as yet unnamed
advertiser will have its ad carried up and

down the line for just over a
year.

The deal also covers card
advertising throughout the
train’s six carriages and possi-
bly - another innovation this —
special seats carrying the
advertiser's name.

Advertising

Mike Horne, development
manager commercial with
LUL's Commercial Opportuni-
ties office, admitted that
there had been “quite a lot of
nervousness” about wrap-
around advertising on Tube
trains.

“Some of it was well-founded,
but some of it was just fear of
something which is new,” he
said.

“We regard it as an opportu-

Piccadilly Line

train first to get

‘wrap around’

By Richard Baker |

nity to generate some useful
income, and according to our
market research the response
of our customers to the idea is
very positive.

“It seems to appeal to the
public as something which is
new, innovative and, dare I say
it, fun.”

The advertising - which
will run the full length of the
train — will be carried on old,
unrefurbished rolling stock.

“All Piccadilly Line trains
will be refurbished soon, so
as soon as the campaign fin-
ishes we can drop this partic-
ular stock into that cycle
rather than spend money to
have the paintwork removed,”

said Mike.

He stressed that for safety
reasons, the advertising is
being applied through LUL's
standard “two-pack paint
process”.

Safety

“We have taken safety con-
siderations very seriously
and the Railway Inspectorate
has been closely involved
with our planning for this
project.”

If this first campaign
proves a success, Mike said
LUL would consider carry-
ing all-over advertising on
other trains “if the money's
right”, but never on more
than one per line and then
only on old or unrefurbished
stock.

A ‘spring clean’ for Winston Churchill's statue from JLE site engineer Murray Crawford

Covers
come off
Winston's
statue

THE statue of Britain’s wartime leader Winston
Churchill in Parliament Square was uncovered
for the VE-Day weekend, when hoardings
protecting it during work on the Jubilee Line
Extension were removed. ‘Winnie’ was first
boarded up in June last year, when a temporary
shaft was excavated to carry out essential
ground stabilising work for the JLE in the area.
The protective hoardings have since gone back
up around the statue and will remain in place
until the JLE is completed in March 1998.

e you got news for LT News? Then phone us on 0171-490 807
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is a Brussels-based, world-wide association repre-
senting the interests of urban public transport.

A formal bid to host the UITP Congress in
2001 was tabled in April on behalf of London
Transport by Bill Clarke, London Underground’s
former Railway Extensions Director, who retired
in the spring. The bid is supported by the

Department of Transport, British Tourist
Authority and the London Tourist Board.
Westminster City Council has agreed to act as
co-host for the event which could attract around
2,000 delegates.

Network

In a document published in support of its bid,
LT points out that “the public transport network
has been the backbone of London for the past
150 years. However, it's more than just a sup-
port; it's a reflection of the capital’s, and even the

the network is

LT in bid to host international congress

EXPERTS from all over the world will converge
on London in 2001 - if LT's application to host
the 54th Congress of the International Union of
Public Transport (UITP) succeeds.

LT is a long-standing member of the UITP, which

country’s, standards”. It continues: “For most,
imply a means of getting from A
to B. Yet for many tourists it's an attraction in
itself — 91 per cent of overseas visitors use the

Underground. Continuing developments will
give London’s transport systems a truly ambas-
sadorial status for the new millennium.”

LT also points out that the Jubilee Line
Extension will be fully operational by 2001, so
delegates will have the opportunity of riding on
and examining what is today “the largest civil
engineering project in Europe”.
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ATTENTION
LT STAFF
Treat your mobile by using our quality
accessories - Batteries, Eliminators,
In-car Charger, Leather Cases.
Mobile phones sold connected to:
Orange, Mercury One-2-One.
Vodaphone, Cellnet -
all at a competitive price
Supplied by Mobile Phone
Sundries Specialist.
ACCESSORIES DIRECT UK. (OIS
Telephone or Fax 0181 444 1940

LT Staff
We can cut
the cost of your
Home & Motor
Insurance

LT Staff and P qualify for sub: ial di off
their Home Insurance and exclusive rates for Motor Insurance.

Jardines have negotiated preferential rates for you from a panel of
leading insurers, which can offer you significant discounts on rates
available to the general public
You have the choice of paying either annually or by monthly instalments.

Legal Protection Cover available with all policies.
Let us find the policy that's right for you.
Simply call us now, on 0800 243 653
for your FREE no obligation quotation.

\

CALL FREE OF CHARGE ON
0800 243 653

Jardine Insurance Brokers Limited FREEPOST Bradford BD1 1BR

Courtline Self-Drive
MANUALS & AUTOMATICS
0181 - 958

FOR A SENSIBLE PRICE - FRIENDLY SERVICE
FREE LOCAL CUSTOMERS PICK-UP
288 HALE LANE, EDGWARE, MIDDLESEX HAB 8NP

100 CARS - VANS- ESTATES
o
ALL CARS & VANS RAC COVERED
(NEAR TUBE STATION)

THE Transport Benevolent Fund is clos-
ing its 56-bed Fonthill Hotel in Torquay
on May 30 to save money.

Fonthill was bought by the fund in 1987 to provide conva-
lescence care and holidays for its 11,500 members, most of
whom are current staff with LT and the bus service contrac-

But Chris Godbold, the fund's chief executive, said the

hotel is under-used by the
people it et up to serve
and is operating at a loss.

“Last year, less than half of
one per cent of our mem-
bers used it for convales-
cence and only one per cent
spent their holiday there,”
he told LT News.

“It costs the fund a quarter
of its income to keep
Fonthill open. The trustees
have a responsibility to use
that money in the best way
possible, and we feel we can
provide convalescence for
our members more econom-
ically elsewhere.”

Regular

However, the decision to
se the hotel — with the
of 16 jobs - was criti-
cised by Ian Waller, a retired
trust member and a regular
at the Fonthill
“There was no consulta-
tion with the members about
he said.

In four days, I must have
had upwards of 40 phone
calls from other members to
see if something could be
done to stop this happen-

‘Loss-making’ convalescent '\ﬂ
hotel closes at end of month

By Richard Baker

The hotel's facilities have failed to draw visitors in enough numbers

Bus routes awarded

ing.” Former LT bus driver
lan, who himself conva-
lesced at the hotel after open
heart surgery in 1989, said
he would be taking legal
advice about the closure, but
was afraid it was “a lost
cause”

“It's a terrible shame,” he
went on. “The Fonthill is
such a unique place.

“The staff are so friendly
and nothing’s too much trou-
ble for them.

“My wife and I fell in love
with the place when I was
convalescing there and
we've been back every year
since.

“My wife also spent some
time there after a serious car
accident.

“If we lose it we'll never
see the like of it again.”

LT’s off-shore lift-off

LT'S own “off-shore® insur-
ance company to guard
against major losses has
been officially launched at
the offices of insurance bro-
kers Willis Corroon in
London.

As reported in last
month’s LT News, London
Transport Insurance
(Guernsey) Ltd, actually
started trading on April 1.

Save

It's estimated that the new
company will save LT £1.7
million in its first year of

operation, and London
Transport has promised to
reinvest this money in the
Underground for the benefit
of passengers.

“Notwithstanding the fact
that LT runs one of the
safest Tube systems in the
world, it found itself simply
paying too much for its
insurance premiums on the
open market,” said Clive
Pracy, LT's Head of Risk
Management.

“Its safety record was not
properly reflected in what
was being charged.”

FIVE new contracts have
been awarded by LT Buses
for routes all over the capital.
London Central won the
B1 route between Shore-
ditch and Tower Hill.
Thamesway gained the
Barking, Havering and
Redbridge mobility bus net-
work from Stagecoach East
London, and will start using
brand-new single-deck vehi-
cles from October this year.

Three other contracts were
awarded for school journey
buses. Route 107, formerly
handled by Metroline, is now
being run by Borehamwood
Travel Services, while London
General kept route 200 from
Streatham Hill to Raynes Park.
London and Country won the
contract for the new school
bus 607 route, between
Cheam Village Broadway and
Woodcote Green.

Car insurance

Is your premium over £300?

London Transport staff
can save £££'s

Call Admiral free on

0800 600 800

Please quote code LTN

ADMIRAL

Weekdays 8am - 10pm

Saturdays 9am - 2pm

*Wiitten detalls available on request

News in
brief

Tramlink tenders

COMPANIES from all over
Europe are expected to enter
when competitive tendering
opens for the Croydon
Tramlink light rail scheme
opens on May 30. Up for
grabs is a 99-year conces-
sion to design, finance,
build, operate and maintain
Tramlink, which is expected
to be up and running in
south London by 1999.

David’s new job

DAVID HORNBY is
London Underground’s new
Director of Engineering.

In his new role, he is
charged with maintaining
engineering standards
throughout the network.
He takes up the director-
ship from his previous
position as general manag-
er — engineering.

*Bill Cotham has been
appointed non-executive
Chairman of CentreWest
Ltd, holding company for
CentreWest London Buses.

Light relief

BUS timetable displays
which automatically light
up at dusk have been intro-
duced at bus stops in
Kingston, Surrey.

The illuminated dis-
plays, part of a pilot study,
are currently in use at 20
stops in the area.
Controlled by light-sensi-
tive equipment, the special
timetables detect a
decrease in daylight levels
and light up when the sur-
rounding area reaches a
certain degree of dimness.

Girls on line

SEVEN teenage girls got
their first taste of the work-
ing world when they
gained a behind-the-scenes
insight into Euston station.

The girls, aged 12-13,
from Kingsland School in
east London, spent their
time with Northern Line
staff as part of “Take your
daughters to work” day —
a national education pro-
gramme aimed at encour-
aging schoolgirls to con-
sider careers in traditional-
ly male occupations.

Traffic study

A STUDY of passenger traf-
fic potential in the north
east Underground corridor
has been commissioned by
the Victoria Line. The
study is just one of a num-
ber of preliminary investi-
gations being carried out
on the Victoria Line to
assess the most viable
options to up-grade the line
within the next 10-15 years.

Central Line roadshow

THE Central Line will be
throwing its doors open to
staff on May 31, with a
“roadshow” at LUL's
Crump Towers offices in
Leytonstone. It's the first
event of its kind to be held
by any Tube line, and
Central personnel are invit-
ed to go along between 10
am and 6 pm with any
queries, suggestions or
ideas they might have. For
further details, contact the
Central Line project team
on Auto 46187.
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Steaming back in time

AROUND 400 schoolchildren had the chance to travel back in time
on a steam train during a special excursion on the Metropolitan Line

The trip marked the start of this year’
which began last weekend (May 20 -21

steam trains ran a half-hourly service from Watford to Amersham
There was also a carnival atmosphere at Rickmansworth Depot
with British Rail and Underground train displays, preserved buses

and other historic vehicles.

The event was in support of the Royal National Institute for the
Blind’s (RNIB's) Sunshine House School at Northwood, Middlesex,
a charity which the Metropolitan Line has been raising money for
over the last year. On board the steam train were blind and partially
sighted children from the RNIB School as well as pupils from 10

local primary schools.

® Two steam hauled trains will run an hourly service between
Harrow-on-the-Hill and Amersham over this bank holiday weekend
(May 27-30). Day tickets, £6 for adults and £3 for children, are avail-
able from Steam on the Met, Harrow-on-the-Hill station, Station
Approach, Middlesex HA1 1BB. For information, call 0171-918 9430

s “Steam on the Met” event
), when two special hauled

don’s licence

Jill. .. on her way down

3
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Daring Jill takes plunge

DAREDEVIL Jill Lawrence came tumbling 9,000 feet
from the sky — in a special parachute jump for charity.
Jill, a bus driver at South London Transport's Norwood
garage, performed a freefall leap of almost 5,000 feet at a
heart-stopping speed of around 120 mph before the para-

chute opened. Her feat raised £400 for the homeless. It

was Jill's first attempt at para-

New quality
targets set for
London buses

TOUGH new quality targets
for LT bus services have
been announced by Steven
Norris, Minister for
Transport in London.

The new standards, part of
the Government’s Charter
initiative to raise the quality
of public services, have been
set to improve the punctuality
and reliability of bus services.

There are also new stan-
dards for the cleanliness of
buses, staff helpfulness and
the condition of bus stops.

Views

For the first time, aims
have been set to improve the
reliability of night bus ser-
vices and to measure pas-
sengers’ views on the quality
of bus stations.

The addition of these new
targets means that quality
standards are now set for
every significant aspect of

the service provided by
London Transport Buses to
its customers.

Commenting on the stan-
dards, Mr Norris said they
will “play an important role
in ensuring that Londoners
receive the high quality and
reliable bus services that
they want and which the
Government’s Citizen's
Charter initiative was
designed to deliver”.

“I believe that the new
standards are testing and
will require real improve-
ments if they are to be met,”
he went on.

“Now that the successful
privatisation of the LT bus
companies is complete and
the operation of the LT bus
services is in the private sec-
tor, I expect LT and the bus
companies to.concentrate
their efforts to ensure these
new aims are met.”

chuting, and she was har-
nessed to an instructor for
the drop. “It was absolutely
brilliant,” she said.

“I was a bit nervous while
I was doing the freefall, but
that soon went. It is definite-
ly something I would recom-
mend.”

Jill plucked up courage for
the daunting task after hear-
ing a radio advertisement
urging people to take part in
parachute jumps for the
Walter Segal Trust — a
charity which helps finance
the building of homes for
the homeless.

renewed

SOUTH London Transport, which was
given six months to improve its mainte-

nance standards or
bus service, has
licence renewed for

lose its right to run a
had its Operators’
five years.

The ultimatum was issued by the Metropolitan Traffic

Commissioner after a public e

nquiry into the company’s poor

inspection record for its 400-strong fleet
However, after South London Transport was privatised in

January, new owners Cowie
from Leaside
another of its companies —
to improve standards

More were
recruited and inspection
processes tightened up, while
a more effective system was
introduced for drivers to
report faults. Chris Edmonds,
chief engineer with South
London Transport, said the
company was “delighted”
with the decision

Right

“The traffic commissioner
said he was encouraged by
the measures we have taken
and impressed by the docu-
ments we presented to him
showing the efforts we have
made to put things right,” he
told LT News.

“Certainly these are
already becoming apparent
Our vehicles are less liable to
breakdown than they used to
and are also much cleaner
and more in keeping with the
image we want to project.”

He said the traffic commis-
sioner wanted to use South
London as an example for
other operators who get into
difficulties that they will “be
rewarded” if they raise their
standards to the required level.

Buses —

engineers

> Group brought in managers

Sacked Tube
worker wins
drug case

AN industrial tribunal
has found in favour of
Tube worker Faustus
Ortenzi who was sacked
after failing a drug test
Mr Ortenzi, a station
supervisor on the
Metropolitan Line at
Ruislip station, was
found to have traces of
cannabis in his system
He was
pending a medical review
and later dismissed
That was despite evi-
dence that the hosts of a
21st birthday party he
had attended admitted
distributing a birthday
cake containing the drug
He pursued the case to
an industrial tribunal
which ruled in his favour.
A “remedies” hearing
will now be held in July
to decide the outcome

suspended
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, friends and colleagues rallied together for
an unusual farewell present — a tour on a bus particularly
associated with his early work. Former schedule compil-
er Guy, accompanied by colleagues and friends, spent 90
minutes on a Green Line RMC bus, specially presented
as route 424, Guy's favourite route. The tour ended up at
“Crocke! W1, where a presentation was made.

port gives i

depth assessme

of hazards

Underground
safety study
Is welcomed

THE Health and Safety Executive (HSE) has
welcomed the results of an independent
study into hazards on the London
Underground and broadly accepts its conclu-
sions.

The study (see LT News No 441) provided LUL and HSE’s
Railway Inspectorate with an in-depth assessment of risks
faced by passengers on station platforms and when getting on
or off trains.

It also came up with four risk-reduction intiatives which will be
trialled on the Underground system over the next few months:

Save money o

3 barriers between adjacent
carriages to stop people
falling in the gap between
them;

2 closed circuit TV monitors
in cabs to give operators a
picture of platforms as
trains approach or leave;
alarms in Tube carriages
for passengers, which will
automatically stop a train
if all or part of it is at a
platform;
emergency buttons for
platform staff to activate
red signals to halt
approaching or departing

trains

David Harland, the HSE's
deputy chief inspector of rail-
ways, said: “We welcome the
thorough and independent
analysis which this report
provides.

“London Underground,
whose duty is to manage
safety on its system, has
promised to develop the four
recommended additional
safety measures, and we in
the Railway Inspectorate will
closely monitor their
progress.

New risk
reduction
measures
proposed

“Although the report con-
firms the already high safety
levels achieved, this is a
good time to remind passen-
gers that they need to take
reasonable care for them-
selves by keeping clear of
the platform edge and never
trying to beat the train
doors.”

Hugh Sumner, LUL's
Director of Passenger
Services, said that the inci-
dence of accidental injuries
or deaths on the
Underground is very rare.

Perspective

“To put it in perspective,
there are about 750 million
passenger journeys made
each year with around two
billion boardings or alight-
ings,” he said.

“Since 1991, there have
been 12 accidental fatalities
of which only four were
directly related to boarding
or alighting.

“In fact it is 25 times safer
to travel by Tube than it is by
car, and 350 times safer than
for pedestrians.”
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SUCCESS FOR OPERATION

dodgers centred around Liverpool
Street station, led to more than 80
people being issued penalty fares.

' JOSEPHINE

‘OPERATION JOSEPHINE’, a
large-scale clamp-down on fare

Tube station

clampdown nets

An additional 51 people were reported and

face possible prosecution.

The extensive exercise involved more than 50
revenue control inspectors (RCIs) who covered
all ticket gates at the station for almost 18
hours. Over £400 was taken in penalty fares.

All-day ticket coverage also took place at

Stepney Green, Bow Road,
Aldgate East and Tower
Hill, and there was morning
and evening peak coverage
of Mile End, Bethnal Green,
and Whitechapel stations.
British Rail employees from
Waterloo station also joined
Underground personnel in
the operation.

The crack-down, organ-
ised by Metropolitan Line
RCIs David Tingle and Iain
Houston, was a follow-up to
last November's Operation
‘Big Del’, a 20-hour exercise
which involved almost 100

more than £400

in penalty fares

By Busola Odulate |

RCIs covering nearly all ser-
vices at King's Cross sta-
tion.

“Overall, we are very
pleased about the result of
the exercise,” said lain.
“There were no major prob-
lems and the message we
are trying to put out
appears to be getting
through.

“For the small minority
who are looking for an
opportunity to dodge their

fares, it has a deterrent
effect.”

He was confident that
more stations will see simi-
lar events and stressed the
importance of keeping cus-
tomers updated with the
progress of such events.

“The following Monday we
put posters up thanking
members of the public for
their co-operation and giving
them the results of the exer-
cise. It is necessary to keep
them informed so they know
that it is all not just a random
inconvenience.”

Stagecoach gets
Luxembourg route

A STAGECOACH East London bus made a
journey with a difference when it travelled to
Luxembourg to join a celebration of the city’s
heritage.

As part of a special six-month event to com-
memorate Luxembourg's selection as this
year's European City of Culture, Luxembourg
Transport invited Stagecoach East London

Automated information

ervice can now
aving to talk to

RS to LT's Telephone Enguiry S
S;Aclélsfa variety of information without h:

Buses to supply a vehicle to run one of the
Grand Duchy’s services for a week.

Instead of its usual route from Upton Park
garage, the Scania bus ran a daily shuttle
from Luxembourg’s city centre to the train
station and also made additional evening
trips for group bookings.

The red double-decker — sponsored by bus
manufacturers Scania — had to
run a service between two
points since it was unable pick
up passengers in the normal
way because Luxembourg dri-
ves on the right-hand side of the

o

RCI lan Brown (right) checks a passenger's ticket during the high-profile Operation Josephine

NIGHT services in south east and south
west London are the latest targeted for
improvement by London Transport
Buses (LTB). Routes from central
London to Hammersmith & Fulham,
Kensington & Chelsea, Wandsworth,
Kingston, Merton, Sutton, Croydon,
Southwark, Lambeth, Lewisham,
Greenwich, Bexley and Bromley have
been earmarked for change to bring
them into line with daytime services
wherever possible

It's the latest stage in a London-wide
programme by LTB to standardise bus
services throughout the day and night

More changes to night buses

(see LT News No. 441). The company
feels the current night bus network is
confusing to less frequent users and
might dissuade potential passengers
from using the services

Under LTB’s proposals, most night
buses would be based on day routes
serving the same area and using the
same number, prefixed by an ‘N’

The new routes will have regular
departures throughout the night, with no
gaps of more than an hour. Also, the
overlap between day and night routes
would be eliminated to provide co-ordi
nated, 24-hour bus services

* new benefits

we have..

* a new address and phone number
10 Hills Place, London WIR IAF
Phone: 0171 494 1704. Fax: 0171 494 1668
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Insurance

That’s the deal when you dial Eagle Star Direct.

As an LT News Reader, you can now save a
I would like a FREE MotorQuote:
vorthwhile sum on your motor and home

My motor policy expires on

including acupuncture and chiropractors

+ a wider range of venues for

convalescence
including RCH Centres at Dawlish & Llandudno, and a
selection for members with children

» our Annual General Meeting on
June 8 at 1730 hours

in Room D, 5th Flooy; 55 Broadway, London SW1

* more information if you call on
0171 494 1704

Stir

Stagecoach East London
Operations Director Barry
Arnold said: “Having a double-
decker bus caused quite a stir
because they are not very com-
mon over there. It was very
good fun and well worth getting
involved in.”

Focus on launch
of new camera

THE first official London Underground-branded cameras
have been launched at the London Transport Museum.

Made by Concord Camera UK, they're aimed at overseas
visitors. The 35-mm cameras, which will be available in 11
colours, incorporate a flash and come with a specially-com-
missioned tourist map.

Guests at the launch included the Pearly King and
Queen of Tottenham, Harry and Shirley Tongue.

“We are very excited about Concord’'s range of
Underground cameras. This is a creative and imaginative
use of the Underground map,” said the Museum's commer-
cial development manager David Ellis.

e The cameras are priced £17.99 and are available
from most tourist shops.

mnsurance I would like a FREE HomeQuote

To add to that, you'll receive valuable extras My home policy expires on

it no extra cost. For instance

there are Free ‘ Number of bedrooms LEN2ES 3 EE RS |

Helplines ‘ Please note, this offer is not available if you have had two or

Emergency
more home insurance claims in the past 3 years, or if you or
And whichever policy you take out, by

Bullseye!
A BOUNDS GREEN
“bullseye” sign was sold
for £240, the highest
price raised during
another auction of
redundant Tube station
memorabilia at Olympia.
It followed a sell-off last
year, when buyers and
collectors from all over
the world paid £150,000
for the 1,000 lots on 4
offer. The second sale
| wasn’t on quite such a 3
} 18 May 1995 ]was[ 515.9p l grand scale, although an
¥ ; o e , DT A o £ d enthusiastic crowd, which
g = 2 Provident Mutual Life Assurance Association included TV comic Steve
2531 London EC2R 6BA Telephane 0171 628 3232 Punt, paid out a total of
A Member of LAUTRO £19,000.

‘ any member of your family have been convicted of or charged

but not yet tried for any crininal offence other than drnving
choosing DirectPlan you can divide your premium .

offences
mto monthly istalments ‘ Good idea. Wrong time: If you already have a policy, but would

So ifvould like to/see whit a preat dedllvor ‘ like a Home or MotorQuote, fill in your details and we'll

contact you just before your current policy is due to expire

can get on your motor and home insurance, simply
Naine

call for a tree quote today, or complete and retumn

Occupation

the coupon ‘ Employer's Business

It could be the most profitable five minutes ‘ RHT

you spend this year

Cali 0800 333 800 today

For your FREE MotorQuote or HomeQuote call this number
Mon. to Fri, 8am-8pm Sat. 9am-2pm.

Transport Benevolent Fund
JPnsltuﬂe

Pians for regular savings and lump sum investment

Buying price of Life Managed Fund Ordinary Units on Lo 1:,11.\ l/;{;,l,: o
Tel: 0171 494 1701
Fax: 0171 491 1668

Evening Tel No

Regustered Clanty No. 1002596

The second sale of Tube memorabilia made £19,000
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KEEPING
AN EYE
ON THE
STREETS
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1960s. During this experimental period, it
became clear that radios were also ideal for
emergency use, and this led to them being fit-
ted on all London buses and linked to a central
communications complex — Centrecomm’s pre-

ONDON’S bus drivers are r
the ‘eyes and the ears’ of

the metropolis; men and
women in a unique posi-

i

they see and hear to the relevant services?
The answer is through Centrecomm, the

By Barry Duke

Who's often the first to call the emergency
services to deal with a road accident? Who
makes sure news of the traffic-snarl-up
gets through to the control desk? The
answer is the bus driver, thanks to a
hi-tech communications system

tion to report anything that
may require the attention of
the police, emergency services
or their colleagues on the road.

Their ability to help save lives, spot
crime and relay information about acci-
dents or hold-ups gives them a value far
beyond the carrying of passengers.

But just how do they communicate what

Services.

emergency communications centre based at
Baker Street, and run on a round-the-clock
basis by London Transport Buses' Operating

Centrecomm’s activities revolve primarily
around the bus network, and it provides a
response to emergency calls made via on-vehi-
cle and hand-portable radios. Around 5,000
radios are currently linked to Centrecomm.

Radio was first used experimentally to assist
in controlling London’s bus services in the mid-

decessor.

Since then, Centrecomm has developed con-
siderably, with its services now available to all
companies operating LTB bus services,
London Underground and British Rail.

Centrecomm, explains George Charnick, who
heads the operation, has two main functions.
First, it is a 24-hour emergency centre handling
calls from buses and officials requesting one or
more of the emergency services.

“Over the years our relationship with the
emergency services has developed to

the extent where we are now in the

CORPORATE ELEVEN PLAN
for our best ever benefits

Transport Hospital Fund's new Health Shield package of
benefits can give you — and your family — affordable and

practical health care cover.

TRANSPORT
HOSPITAL
FUND

Founpation House
7-11 MAcon CourT CREWE cwi 1WA
TELEPHONE: 01270 588555
(BR 05 32941/2)

There are 11 different levels of contribution to choose

from, ranging from just £1 per week up to a maximum of
£6 per week for our “Corporate Eleven Plan” (details of
which are shown here).

To find out how you and your family can benefit from
Health Shield, simply ring us on 01270 588555
(BR 05 32941/2) or fill in the coupon below.

100% COVER

Unlike many other schemes we meet the full cost up to the

chosen maximum.

For example, a Corporate Eleven member spending £150 on Dental
treatment would receive £150 back from us ... not halfl

PATRON: HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN.
REGISTERED FRIENDLY SOCIETY.
ESTABLISHED IN 1877.

coupan today and let ws, stad

CORPORATE ELEVEN PLAN

ALL BENEFITS APPLY TO MEMBER,
SPOUSE AND DEPENDENT CHILDREN
(UP TO THE AGE OF EIGHTEEN)

Weekly Contribution
Monthly Contribution

£6.00
£26.00

HOSPITAL IN-PATIENT
Max |5 weeks

HOSPITAL DAY CASE Per admission

Max 5 admissions

Per night

DENTAL

OPTICAL

CHIROPODY

SURGICAL APPLIANCES
OPERATION FEES

SPECIALIST CONSULTANCY FEES
ECG, X-RAY & PATHOLOGY FEES
AMBULANCE TRANSPORT
PHYSIOTHERAPY*
MATERNITY

HEALTH SCREENING

PERSONAL ACCIDENT
PROTECTION

CONVALESCENCE

£75
£7,875

£75
£375
£150
£150
£150
£250
£1,000
£250
£250
£150
£350
£600
£100

£18,000
FREE

P hy & A

for you and your family

Please send me further details about Transport Hospital Fund.

Location/Address

Send to: Transport Hospital Fund, Freepost (CW 433), Crewe CW1 1BR.

other recognised centres.

Protection details.

< at the Fund’s own centre in Devon, or af

Please refer to separate table for full Personal Accident

position of being recognised as the
focal point for the two-way flow of
information on all matters affecting
bus operations in London and the sur-
rounding counties,” he said.

“There are direct phone links
between us and the Metropolitan
Police Command Centre at New
Scotland Yard as well as with the
London Ambulance Centre at
Waterloo, which means that we can
alert the services to any emergency
reported by any bus driver or official.”

entrecomm also gives out
information to bus drivers and
officials about various issues
ranging from bomb alerts —
considerably decreased since peace
talks between the Government and the
IRA began - to emergencies on the
Underground, when drivers may be
asked to accept LUL tickets if there
has been a break in the Tube service.
In extreme cases, the bus operators
may be asked to provide emergency
substitute services on behalf of LUL or
BR.
What makes Centrecomm work as

tract monitoring.

THE AMOUNTS SHOWN ARE THE MAXIMUM EACH
CAN CLAIM IN ANY CALENDAR YEAR.

vice.

'

Stagecoach East London lsne f 20 companies which use LTB Band Il radios linked to Centrecomm
What makes Centrecomm
work as well as it does is
the high calibre of its staff
and equipment

well as it does is the high calibre of its
staff and equipment.

The centre is staffed on a rotating
shift basis by five Centrecomm con-
trollers, called CCs, and 13 assistants
(ACCs) chosen for their skills in han-
dling emergencies and detailed knowl-
edge of London's transport network —
in particular its bus operations.

As shift manager, the CC is respon-
sible for providing an initial response
to emergency situations until bus
company staff or LTB officials arrive
at the scene of the incident. He or she
also provides an information and cen-
tral contact service to all levels of staff
within LT and the bus operating com-
panies.

The main duty of the ACC involves
dealing with radio calls from buses
and officials and then taking the nec-

> Spreading the message

CENTRECOMM'S second key function is to collect and collate informa-
tion on the running of bus services within the London area, and dissemi-
nate this information within LT - for example to LT's Travel Information
Service - to operating companies and their customers.

Since privatisation of the bus operating companies, this information is
of even greater importance to those in LTB who are responsible for con-

During 1994, Centrecomm dealt with more than 50,000 emergency
radio calls. Many did not directly involve buses, but were concerned
with incidents ranging from accidents to assaults, fires, civil distur-
bances, marches and illness on and off buses. Crimes reported ranged
from fare evasion to attempted murder.

Routine calls, numbering about 85,000 in this period, dealt with traffic
congestion, parking, roadworks, demonstrations and traffic light failures
— all of which can hinder London’s traffic and the quality of its bus ser-

essary action, such as calling the
emergency services and/or informing
the companies concerned so that they
can take the neces 7 action to main-
tain their bus services. In addition,
CCs and ACCs provide information
via the radio network on subjects
ranging from travel enquiries and bus
times to ticket availability. They may
in certain circumstances also handle
vehicle breakdown calls.

> The hi-tech heart

THE heart of Centrecomm comprises a computer-con-
trolled Band III radio system, supp and installed by
Motorola/Storno in 1992 at a cost of around £10 million.
The contract included the complete replacement of all LBL
vehicle and hand-portable radios. The system ensures that
priority is always given to emergency calls which are auto-
matically routed to, and handled by, Centrecomm staff only.

Twenty bus companies including the privatised ones who
among them operate 90 per cent of LTB's scheduled peak
bus requirements, currently use LTB's Band III radio sys-
tem.

However, LTB's policy for future contracts is that all buses
used in operating the service must be equipped with an on-
bus radio approved by LTB which can communicate with
Centrecomm. Operators of existing contracts where equip-
ment does not meet this requirement are being urged to con-
vert to a compliant system.

lan French, left, and Tony Coolican field radio calls to the communications centre
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(C) oyster mushroom.
Each pack ¢ just £4
need for ex

e
1Grow Your Own Mushrooms 1
:Offer (LT News)

'Pack A (£4.95 inc p&p)
lPack B (£4.95 inc p&p) ...
1Pack C (£4.95 inc p&p) ...
1

:I enclose a cheque/postal order for.........

(quantity) :
.. (quantity) 1
(quantity) §

1
Name.........
1Address...
1

Enjoy a home-grown crop of mushrooms - nothing could be simpler

Grow your own mushrooms

YOU won't need green fingers to grow your own mushrooms, in our spe-
cial offer for LT News readers. There are three different types to choose
from: (A) traditional field mushrooms, (B) shii-take mushroom and

including postage and packing. There is no
sive cultivation and care. The shii-take and oyster mush-
rooms are simply grown in a slit black polythene bag filled with straw

SOME of the most breathtakingly
beautiful scenery in Britain awaits
LT News readers who take advan-
tage of our special offer of a
seven-day grand tour of
Argylishire.

Based at Oban and Tarbert, the tour takes in

(not supplied), soaked in
hot water. The field mush-
rooms require a slightly

different, although equally
uncomplicated method.
Following the easy instruc-
tions, in a matter of weeks
you'll be enjoying your
own, home-grown crop.
Just fill in thecoupon,
ticking boxes A, B and/or
C, depending on which
variety you require, and
send it with your cheque or
postal order to Grow Your
Own Mushrooms Offer
(LT News), Euro-Offers,
Unit 1, DRC Business
Centre, Charlotte Despard
Avenue, London, SW11

the Isle of Arran and includes visits to the
Hebridean islands of Mull, Iona and Staffa.
The holiday, which is provided by Chiltern
Trains, follows the following itinerary.
Tuesday - Travel from King’s Cross station to
Glasgow Central, where accommodation will
be provided at The Central Hotel, adjacent to
the station.

Wednesday — Leave Glasgow Central for the
one-hour journey to Port of Ardrossan,
followed by the 55-minute sea crossing to
Brodick on the Isle of Arran. A coach will take
you to Brodick Castle and gardens, before a
delightful journey to Lochranza for the 30-
minute crossing to the Kintyre Peninsula, with
a two-night stop at Tarbert.

Thursday -By coach again down the west

5JE.

coast for a short stop on the Mull of Kintyre.

Then it’s on to Campbeltown

IT PAYS TO BE IN THE
PUBLIC SECTOR!

15% OFF your

motor insurance

If you work for a Local
Authority or in the Public Sector,
you are entitled to superb
discounts on Motor insurance.

Excellent cover — Great savings!

¢ Covers fire. theft and damage at

competitive premiums.

* Optional monthly payment plan.

¢ Guaranteed No Claims Bonus
option.

® £100 emergency overnight or
return home expenses.

Call today for a free quotation

You could save on
Motor

Phone

Home  and
Insurance.
free and experience |
our fast. friendly |
service.  Cover and ,
premiums are subject -

to individual assessment.

MOTOR QUOTES

for a visit to the lifeboat
station and the Springbank
distillery.

Friday - A scenic drive
through the mountains, hills
and forest past Loch Fyne
and Kilmartin, stopping at
Auchindrain open-air
museum.

Onwards to Loch Gilphead
and Inveraray, Loch Awe
and a visit to Cruachan for a
visit inside a mountain to see
one of Britain's most
unusual hydro-power
stations, before continuing
to Oban.

15% OFF your

home insurance

You are eligible for a 15%
discount  on  our excellent Saturday - By coach to Seil
Buildings and Contents policies Island, crossing the famous
t0o. Bridge over the Atlantic.

‘Weather permitting, the tour
Peace of mind - for a lot less!
HOME INSURANCE

¢ Fire, theft. flood and much,
much more.

 Alternative accommodation costs.

o Includes fixtures and fittings.

CONTENTS INSURANCE oY SHing London
Published by Ian Allan
£10.99

AS the title implies, this
book is a follow-up to the
first volume of the same
name, which featured Lon-
don buses in the 1970s.

The second volume covers
a broader timespan, from
the late 1940s to 1979, creat-
ing a 35-year “heyday”.

A majority of the shots fea-
ture RF and RT buses but a
mixture of other types,

O el
CRen e ntl iR and ey S
* House move cover.

ZURICH MUNICIPAL

The largest insurance provider
for the public sector

HOME QUOTES

Experience the delights of the Scottish Highlands
and islands with our special offer for LT News readers

An adventure
in Argyll ==

Take in the delights of Brodick Castle (above) on the Isle of Arran
and enjoy the sights of picturesque Oban

will go on to the former slate
quarries at Easdale. Also
included is a visit to the
Highland Salmon Centre.
Sunday - To the
mountainous Isle of Mull by
ferry, followed by a 35-
minute coach journey to
Fionnphort, before another
brief crossing to explore tiny
Tona, coupled with a visit to
Staffa (weather permitting).
Monday — After breakfast,
by train on the ruggedly
spectacular West Highland
Line to return to Glasgow
and then London.

The fully inclusive price
includes standard class
return rail travel with
reserved seats on InterCity
services, coaches and ferry
passages, as well as six
nights en suite hotel accom-
modation, dinner and break-
fast, holiday insurance and
courier service between
Glasgow and Oban.

The cost per adult is £335,
based on two people sharing
a twin/double room - a spe-
cial promotional price which
is not available elsewhere
(the brochure price is £390
per adult). There is a supple-

ment of £40 for first class rail
travel and a £65 single room
supplement.

Tours are available for the
following dates: June 13-19,
July 11-17, August 22-28,
September 26-October 2.

For further details, ¢
plete and send the accompa-
nying coupon to Chiltern
Trains Ltd, Brunel House,
36 Station Road, Chinnor,
Oxon OX9 4GW.

rArgyII Adventure
1(LT News offer)
]

1
:Please send me details
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White City sch
green light

PLANS put forward by the
White City Consortium for the
development of a shopping cen-
tre on an under-used 35-acre

Major development
is set to create

site have been given the go-
ahead by Environment
Secretary John Gummer.

hundreds of jobs

London Transport
Property has welcomed the l

By staff reporter

| Property Corporation, in
partnership with London

decision to allow the regen-
eration of the land - half of
which is owned by London
Underground and includes

said: “This

erty development manager,

news for the development

Transport/London Under-
ground Ltd and the
Vanderbilt et Club, for-
warded the i

is very good

the Central Line depot.
Development

Development of the site,
adjacent to the M4l in
Shepherd's Bush, west
London, is set to begin early
next year and will take almost
three years to complete.

Michael Withers, London
Transport Property’s prop-

which will create hundreds
of new jobs, provide a num-
ber of new facilities and
improve public transport
links to an area which has
been in need of regeneration
for years.”

The consortium, which
comprises Scottish Amicable
Life Assurance Society and
the European Land and

B THE PROPOSALS INCLUDE:

e A range of public transport improvements.
e An extension of the shopping facilities available in

al proposals
in December 1993.
Planning consent was
granted last September after
an unanimous vote by the
London Borough of
Hammersmith and Fulham's
Environment Committee.

Importance

However, because of the
scheme’s size and strategic
importance, the Secretary of
State had been considering
whether to “call in” the plan
for further examination.

Mike Withers added: “The

Shepherd’s Bush.

e New pedestrian and cycle links to Shepherd’s Bush

Green.

e New all-movement junction from the M41.

e Approximately 70 affordable new flats
o A range of new leisure facilities
e New workshop and training initiatives.

proposed arrangements with
the consortium provide for
new transport infrastructure
at the consortium's cost, a
considerable capital payment
for the land and an arrange-
ment whereby LT shares in
the success of the completed
development.”

and houses.

It’s a simply

Hats off to
the new
control centre
(from left):
Denis
Tunnicliffe,
Laing
Managing
Director Brian
Richardson
and JLE
Project
Director Hugh
Doherty

‘toppi-hg’

day for the new centre

BUILDERS working on the new nerve centre
for the Jubilee Line Extension recently cele-
brated a landmark stage of its development.
Laing London Construction Ltd, which is
carrying out the £4.5 million Neasden
Control Centre contract, topped out the

building - an industry term for completing
the structure work — on April 28. The cere-
mony is an ancient tradition in the construc-
tion industry.

To mark the event, London Underground’s
Managing Director Denis Tunnicliffe

117-119 High Road, Chiswick
London W4 2EE
Tel: 0181-994 1317
Open Mon - Sat 9am to 6pm

MASSEY AV LTD

Met enters next

THE Metropolitan Line has begun the next stage of its
plan to enlarge centralised signalling control from Euston
Square to Aldgate. A project to extend the area has now

started and is due for completion in January

Gordon Durban, Passenger Services Directorate project

highest point of the build-
ing and made a toast to the
workforce.

Training

unveiled a plaque at the
stage

The training and control
centre, next to LUL's
Neasden’s Depot, will con-

1997.

Minister
takes a
ride into
history

NATIONAL Heritage
Minister Viscount Astor took
a trip back in time when he
visited the LT Museum at
Covent Garden

Lord Astor, who, along with
TV presenter Lloyd Grossman
was there for International
Museums Day, was shown
around by an actress playing
the part of Vi', a Second World
War clippie, who gave visitors
a flavour of London’s character
from 50 years ago.

Viscount Astor said
“International Museums Day
aims to encourage more peo-
ple to discover the wonders
of some of this country’s
2,500 museums. Together
they receive at least 80 mil-
lion visits a year with attrac-

tions ranging from Greek
vases to Green Line buses
“The LT Museum is a
splendid example of how his-
tory can be presented using
state-of-the-art technology

Lord Astor, right, Lloyd Grossman and clippie ‘Vi' at the Museum and presentation techniques.

(COMPREHENSIVE ONLY)

0800 44 55 88

Pleaso give the reference LTN 5.95

Lines open: 8.00am to 8.00pm, Monday fo Friday

9.000m fo 1.00pm Saturday

(BUILDINGS & CONTENTS)

0800 86 86 86

Please give the reference LTN 5.95
Lines open: 8.00am fo 8.00pm, Monday to Friday
9.00am to 1.00pm Saturday

ZURICH
MUNICIPAL

B This secvice is not ovailoble in Northern relond, Channel Isands, or the Isle of Man. Zurich Municipal is @ rading nome of
Zurich Insurance Company. A limited company incorporoted in Switzerlond. Registered in the Canton of Zurich. No. 3.749.620.01
UK bronch registered in England. No. BR105. UK Heod Office: Zurich Houss, Stanhope Rood, Portsmouth, Hampshire PO1 1DU.

including trolleybuses, gives
added variety.

The Heyday of Steam
around Manchester and
Ffestiniog in Colour have
also appeared recently.

Barry Le Jeune
Head of Passenger
Liaison

SPECIAL DISCOUNT TO LT STAFF
ON TV - VIDEO - HI Fi

SONY. TECHNICS. AIWA. PANASONIC. HITACHI.
MITSUBISHI. FERGUSON. PHILIPS. AKAI. ROBERTS.

GOLDSTAR. TOSHIBA. BOSE.
Also suppliers of SONY Commercial and
Industrial Equipment

liaison representative, said extended centralised control will
provide a more reliable service. Big savings will be made
through closing the Farringdon/Aldgate signal cabin which
controls ser between Euston Square and Aldate.

® Responsibility for services from Stanmore to
Charing Cross, presently handled by the Metropolitan
Line's signalling control centre at Baker Street, will be
handed over to the Jubilee Line's new signalling con-
trol centre at Neasden when it is commissioned.

trol all train movements
when the extension is com-
pleted in March 1998.

Work started on the
building 13 months ago and
is on schedule for comple-
tion at the end of this year.
Six months will then be set
aside for the installation of
equipment.

Halifax Building Society is pleased to
offer a NMortgage and Personal Loan
Scheme for the Employees of
London Underground & London Transport

MORTGAGES
This special package comprises the following benefits:
¢ Added benefits on the Society’s current variable
mortgage base rate for 3 years

OR
# Full choice of mortgage product range

PLUS Discounts available on:-
+ Valuation fees + Estate Agency Fees
+ Removal Fees * Legal Fees
FOR MORTGAGE RELATED ENQUIRIES PLEASE CONTACT
YOUR LOCAL HALIFAX BRANCH

PERSONAL LOANS
+ Unsecured Personal Loans available at an attractive rate.
¢ Borrow from £1,000 to £7,500.

TO MAKE YOUR PERSONAL LOAN APPLICATION SIMPLY
TELEPHONE THE HALIFAX HELPLINE BETWEEN
8.30AM AND 5.30PM MONDAY - FRIDAY
AND 8.30AM - 12 NOON SATURDAY

on 0345 626807 (ALL CALLS CHARGED

AT LOCAL RATE)

THESE DISCOUNTS ARE ONLY AVAILABLE TO EMPLOYEES WHO
CONTACT HALIFAX BUILDING SOCIETY DIRECT

Certain loans must be secured by a mortgage of your property. Written quotations can be obtained
on request from your local office or Halifax Bul Society, Trinity Road, Halifax, West Yorkshire
HX1 2RG. All loans are subject to a satisfactory appraisal of status and financial standing and are
only available to persons aged 18 or over.

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE
OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT.

IEEEEIXISER Business
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Sign up for a retiring

I WOULD like to bring the attention of
staff who might be considering
early/deferred or normal age retire-
ment to a very good body called the
London Transport Superannuitants’

Association.
The association, which is ded!

cated to repre-

senting all ex-salaried staff, was started by a few
members in 1964 and has continued to gain
strength, and thousands of people are now

enrolled in this bond of friendship.

Newsletter

organisation

L R I I N I I PPy .o

If you have any views you would

like to air, send them to

It can help in many ways, and the elected
committee is always ready to advise and answer

queries and doubts about problems that appear

In retirement

They have a friendly welfare section and
access to most departments of London

T'ransport

There is also a newsletter
issued three times a year plus
lots of other goodies! The associ-
ation meets on the first
Wednesday of every month
(except at Easter) in 55
Broadway, where issues relating
to pensions and other important
items are discussed

It anly costs £5 for life mem-
bership and I would encourage
all those people who are think-
ing of retirement to consider
enrolment

Application forms can be
obtained from the LT Pension
Fund Office, 3rd Floor, Wing-
over-Station, 55 Broadway, or by
writing to Miss L. Spencer,
Contributions Secretary, 51
Hessel Road, Ealing, London
W13 9ER

Alexandra Barnes,
LT Pension Forum

Postbag, LT News, Citigate

Publishing, 52 St John Street,

My mistake
was in the bag

IN a moment of madness a cou-
ple of weeks ago, I left my sports
bag on a District Line train head-
ing to Wimbledon

I realised what I'd done as soon
as | stepped off the train at
Parsons Green and experienced
that terrible, sinking feeling.

I assumed I'd never see it
again, but nevertheless filled in a
lost property form.

I was thrilled when I was noti-
fied that it had been found by the
train’s driver. There was no
record of his or her name.

So through your pages, please
could I thank that driver and all
LT staff who look after our

POSTBAG

D

belongings when we are stupid
enough to leave them behind.

David Stanley,

Fulham,

London SW6

Delays Down Under

I HAVE just received LT News
dated March 23, along with the
Christmas calendar and pension-
er newsletter, at the end of April.
Surely, the person who sends
these items out must know I live
in Western Australia 12,000
miles away and not in London.
Another thing. I joined the LT
Superannuitants’ Association in
1978 and so far I haven't received
any news from them. Despite
this, I would like to suggest that
the association publishes a list of

London EC1M 4DT or fax us on
0171-490 4747.

oy DORRY

names and addresses from time
to time so that people who used
to work together can get in
touch.

I would certainly love to hear
from anybody who knew me, as I
really look forward to any news
about London Transport.

Fred Lowe,

ret'd revenue inspector,

Upton Park garage,

Balga,

Western Australia

®/'m afraid that all retired

employees received their copy of

the March LT News late because

of production delays on the pen-

sioners’ newsletter However, we've

Jfowarded Mr Lowe’s letter to the

LT Superannuitants’ Association.

In the meantime, if anyone would

like to write to him, contact us

and we'll let you have his address
—FEd

Routemaster’s
date with a
race track

SINCE I retired from London Central
in 1988, I have often wondered if I am
the only bus driver who has taken a
Routemaster around the Silverstone
race track.

During the Queen’s Jubilee year of
1977, lots of London’s red buses were
painted in different colours.

One of these was kept at Willesden
bus garage and advertised Kossett
Carpets, which was also sponsoring a
race meeting at Silverstone,

As a result, I was chosen to take
senior staff on this particular bus to
the race track for the meeting.

Arriving early, I was asked to drive
the bus around the track four times.

I would also like to know if any ex-
bus drivers from Willesden or
Cricklewood live in this part of Ireland.

M. V. Kelly, Cloonlee,
Ballinlough, Castlerea,
Co. Roscommon, Eire

Hostel appeal

I WOULD like to make contact with
any current or former employees who
remember the LT hostels of the 1950s
and 60s, as I am carrying out research
on housing and employment for a
Master of Science dissertation.

Some of the addresses of the hostels
were: 39 Bath Road, Chiswick;
Peckham Road; The Grove, Watford;
and Clarence Road, Windsor.

Clare Dodwell,

research student,

School of Planning,

Oxford Brookes University

If anyone can help, contact us and we'll
put you in touch with Clare — Ed.

How many deductions
from your salary directly
benefit you?

are some deductions that go to a

Unlike Income

T'ax and National

Insurance, there

worthy cause that’s much closer to home.

You

Provident Mutual’s Staff Scheme allows you to

effective way of ensuring peace-of-mind and a

have contributions to a comprehensive range of

financial plans deducted directly from your pay.

Plans such as life insurance, regular savings,

mortgage protection plans, savings for your children,

PROVIDENT MUTUAL LIFE ASSUR

\

and retirement planning.
As these contributions are deducted directly

from your pay, exactly like Income Tax or National

Insurance, you're less likely to miss them.

All of this adds up to a very convenient and

better future for you and your family.

Provident Mutual was established in 1840 and

Lo

PROVIDENT MUTURL

Established 1840

over the past 150 years we've provided over one

million policies to help people build a better future.
So next time you meet one of our local

representatives, be sure to speak to him about your

financial needs. Alternatively, call our Freephone

number 0800 585 730 to arrange for one of our

representatives to contact you.

It’s one move that should directly benefit you.

The Freephone lines are open 9.00 a.m. to

5.00 p.m. Monday to Friday. (There is an

answerphone service outside these hours.)

CALL US NOW ON 0800 585 730

A MEMBER OF THE PROVIDENT MUTUAL GROUP REGULATED BY THE PERSONAL INVESTMENT AUTHORITY
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Thursday May 25, 1995 LT News ||

NEW NAME
IN THE
GAME

THERE’S likely to be a new name on the London
Transport sporting scene next month, with the formation
of Hawksbrook Leisure Ltd to replace the LT (Central
Road Services) Sports Association (CRSSA).

A proposal to form the new company will be the main item of business on the
agenda during the CRSSA's annual general meeting at Langley Park Sports
Club on June 20. If approved, it will act as a holding company for the CRSSA’s
three remaining clubs at Langley
Park, Elmbridge (currently known as
Fairlop) and North Cheam, together
with Hornchurch and a refurbished

Wembley Park.

However, all five clubs will continue to
have their own management committee,
with the chairman of each serving as a
director on the Hawksbrook board.

The board will also include a further
five invited directors, who will include
several prominent LT managers. As a

Hawksbrook
Leisure set to
replace CRS
in sports
shake-up

Unbeaten squash
team at the double

THE District Line squash team
chalked up a league and cup
double, when they finished the
1994/95 season with a 100 per
cent record. Having swept all
before them on the w

Middlesex League Di

title - with 18 wins and no losses
- they then rattled out a 4-1
victory over David Lloyd in the
divisional cup final.

Distric Line's victorious squash team receive the
divisional cup to add to their league title

Hat-trick hero Headlam

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON
Centre for Extra-Mural Studies

ﬁ BIRKBECK COLLEGE

Advance Your coreer through part-time evening

CBl |
London Underground XI 3

study and gain a University of London qualification

Certificate and Diploma

By our sports reporter—|

limited company, Hawksbrook’s
profits will be reinvested in leisure
activities, with membership of its
five clubs open to the general public.
LT staff aged 60 and over will be
able to enjoy their facilities for just
£6.25 a year, while talks are pro-
gressing about significant discounts
for current and retired employees.

THERE was no doubt about the man of-
the match in this soccer friendly at
Crystal Palace Astroturf, when Albert
Headlam scored all three London
Underground goals in their 3-1 victory
over the CBI.

Headlam, station supervisor
Finchley Road, opened his account in
the 18th minute, when he out jumped
the CBI defence to nod in Dermot Hart's
cross from the left wing.

CBI got back on level terms through
Nick Pryce before half-time, before
Headlam wrapped things up after the
restart with two more goals

in Transport

* Quality - University of London awards taught and
validated by Birkbeck College

* Professionally recognised - Full exemption from
MCIT examinations

* Vocational - Develop skills and acquire knowledge
that can be applied in your job

* Open access - No entry qualifications

* Value for money - Highly competitive course fees

New course programme starts September 199S

Further details from Jean Devaney, Centre for Extra-Mura
Studies, 26 Russell Square, London WC1B 5DQ. Tel 0171-631
6659 (answerphone outside office hours). Fax 0171-631 6688

One-way traffic

Piccadilly wilt under
District Line barrage

District 3
Piccadilly 0

UNSTOPPABLE District
Line's blistering perfor-
mance in the Provident
Mutual Cup final at
Harrow Borough FC left
their Piccadilly opponents
bothered, bewildered and
thoroughly beaten 3-0.

Anyone hoping for a
shock result must have
gone home disappointed,
as District were every bit
as good as their form in
this competition suggests
- 14 goals for and none
against in just three
matches.

The fact that they were
restricted to only three
goals in the final says
more about their own
wastefulness in front of
goal and the heroics of
Piccadilly keeper Derek

Scott than any meaning-
ful opposition.

Shots went over the
Picc bar, wide of their
post and off the wood-
work, as wave after wave
of District attacks came
in with scarcely so much
as a half-chance at the
other end.

In fact, District goalie
Jason Fellini had so little
to do that he could have
had the night off and no
one would have noticed.

But despite their superi-
ority, District had to wait
until the 35th minute to
open their account, when
striker John Williams
broke through.

District’s joint leading
scorer Paul Nelson added
a second just before half

v 2

Piccadilly goalie Derek Scott and
defender Mick Guinane (right) under
pressure from District’s Kevin Joy

time and, for many teams who had
been under the kind of pressure
Piccadilly had endured, that would

have been it.
To their credit, they refused to
quit and kept running and chasing
after the turn-around. How-

A season of success

THE Provident Mutual Cup wasn’t District Line’s
only success this season. Runners-up in the London
Commercial League championship, District’s first
team also reached the league’s senior cup final, only
to lose 2-1 to Meadhurst. The second team’s 4-1
victory over Greenwood in the Commercial League’s
intermediate cup final went some way to making up
for these disappointments, while the third team beat and
0Old Minorians 3-1 to lift the Middlesex Junior Cup.

ever, hard work and effort
weren’t nearly enough to
bridge the gap in class
between the two sides and
Williams netted a third for
District 15 minutes before
the end.

@ District Line's cup victory
means they now go forward
to represent LT in the UK
Ireland Corporate
Games’ six-a-side soccer
tournament in June.

Getting well slowly is the only way to \\r”' RCH contributor
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Drop in Tube violence

VIOLENT attacks and indecent assaults on the How the ’94/’95
| u e s pus Underground dropped significantly over the last 3
year, according to the latest crime figures. : flgures break down
[ A report released by London Underground and British Transport Police
u o Ve raII f’ ures shows that fewer than 500 serious attacks were reported during the last 12 X change
months — a decrease of more than 23 per cent compared with the previous on 93/94
—] year, while indecent attacks were down by almost three per cent to just Crimes of violence
246 during the same period. 496 /s
Pick-pocketing, which rose (-23.2%)
by 14 per cent to just over
8,000, accounted for most of Rozbery
the crimes on the Under- 14 (+18.8%)
ground while robberies rose
by 18 per cent. Assaults on passengers
Commenting on the figures, 359 (-26.7%,
British Transport Police -7%)
Chief Superintendent Paul
Nicholas said: “Total crime Assaults on staff
had fallen every year since 9% (-21.7%)
the high of over 19,000
crimes in 1987. Assaults on police
Progress 62 (-11.4%)
“While 1994/5 shows a blip
in this progress, it does not PICk-pocketlng
signify a sustained upward 8,352 (+14.6%)
trend.
“Crime is still some 18 per
cent lower than it was in lnd::gnt assaults
1987, which is progress in (-2.8%)
the right direction.
“The figure is still lower Motor vehicle crime
than it was 10 years ago, a 1,210 /
complete reversal of the (-1.9%)
national and the London
trends over the same period.” Graffiti

Remote gse (-8.9%)

Denis Tunnicliffe, London
Underground’s Managing
Director, said that despite HSE p t
y disappointment at seeing rosecu es

the crime figure rise, it
Andy Crane, centre left, and Tony Hart, with some of the youngsters who took part in the competition should be remembered that JLE t t
MORE than 30 Southwark school children will with millions of customers Con raC OrS
see their artwork reproduced on panels at local PERFEcT POSTERS using the Tube each year,
Jubilee Line Extension (JLE) construction site t_he chances of being a vic-
hoardings, after they won an art competition to tim are remote.
brighten up their neighbourhood. creations selected by children’s TV personali- “We have worked very

‘Paint the Town Green’, organised jointly by ties Tony Hart and Andy Crane. hard, in tandem with the
London Underground and the London Borough As well as being able to see their designs on British Transport Police, to
of Southwark, invited pupils from schools in  display on Waterloo, Southwark, Bermondsey combat crime and our overall
the area to produce drawings and paintings and London Bridge hoardings until the JLE record means we are still one

with an environmental theme. The competition extension is completed in 1998, the successful of the safest metros in the
attracted hundreds of entries, with the winning artists also pocketed a £100 prize each. world,” he said.

THE Health & Safety Executive (HSE) is
prosecuting two Jubilee Line Extension
contractors after an incident at Westminster
Underground station last October when a
steel bar fell through a glass roof.

The four-metre long bar landed on the
station’s main concourse, although no one
was hurt in the incident. Balfour Beatty
Civil Engineering and Amec
Civil Engineering are the
first to be prosecuted for

- . alleged safety violations on

the £1.9 billion JLE project.
They could face fines of up
to £20,000 each under section
three of the Health and Safety
at Work Act, as the HSE
alleges that they failed to

‘People
have ensure thessafety‘ofme public.

aiready ; 2 . = Meanwhile, contractors
. - ! working on two JLE stations

started to X } i in the Borough of

Southwark are being closely

!  monitored by people living
gEt the . on local council estates.

Southwark council is

message encouraging tenants to keep a
X diary about the construction
we are K < of the JLE, and make notes of
any disruption they may suf-
H fer, such as shaking walls or
try'ng to 5 poor television reception.

’
put over , ‘ - Tunnel work on hold
Inspector Dave McWillam carries out a spot check Karon Davy with her RP! Identification and penalty fare paperwork REPAIR work by LUL on the

first tunnel built under the
Thames is still suspended
after a Government decision
to give it a Grade II protec-
tive listing in March.
Classification of the tunnel,
built by Sir Marc Brunel,
father of Isambard Kingdom
Brunel in 1843, followed
pressure from conservation-

AT least 600 bus passengers Inspectors (RPIs) are now as expected, and although he do.” He added that the main
were liable to pay the new £5 making checks on buses all didn’t foresee any major prob- aim of the charges is to encour-
penalty fare in the first week over the capital. Passengers lems, felt it was too early to age customers to pay the cor-
after its introduction, when they who are unable to show a valid e its overall rect fare before their journey.
were found travelling without ticket or pass for their entire He said: “People have already “Passengers are now being
valid tickets for their journey. journey are liable for the £5 started to get the message we more careful and are asking
The introduction of bus penalty charge. are trying to put out. Virtually more questions to ensure they
penalty fares, which began on Early all our passengers pay some- do not go over what they have
April 30, followed the resound- thing on the buses. Our main paid for. That is where the
ing success of similar schemes Paul London, LT Buses’ rev- problem is overriders — pas- overall success lies rather than ists. Th 5 LA
on the rail and Underground enue manager, said the launch sengers who stay on the bus through how many penalty 8 Si fgrepaxr oL, t: a t}e]y
services. Revenue Protection of the new scheme went as well beyond the point they should fares we give out,” he said. pEzgt%O;?(f;oﬁ;Ten SIS




